WTTH ARFSTANCE
Fran W Buscs:
RN A PERIOD OF LESS THAN
two months the US oiilitary
decisively defeated the Iragi
military, this & i the conflict in
the Gulf which bad focused ac-
L LIVIBLS onbt anti-wrar work for the
past s momths. This rap litary
victory hes left the antiwar move-
meant Tesling — many of ug expec-
ti a conflict that would be
ubetan Ly = drawn oul. This
Expactation was baged hoth in our
befiat that the Itadi drmoy wouald of-
fer resistance. and our undersian-
ding that it woldd take a more pro-
onged war to reverse the patrictic
mood of public opinion and
generate more widespread opposi-
Lion bo the war. The war was quick,
and, for the US relatively bloodless,
and the moverent we wanied to
see didn't have time to materializea,
Which is not to say that there
was no oppesition: millions of pao-
ple did pour into the streets 1o ax-
press thelr putrags against the war
and it is important not to lose that
energy. The US iz explolting the
current civil unrest in Iraq to further

parsue I cverarching aim of con-
trolling politics in the Middls Eas=t
angd the poesibility remaing thar i
thinige get "out of hand " the ©8
may re-erter the war, We suppart
the I f

Gulf war possible and necessary is
still going strong and destroying
pecples’ fives around the world,
Howaver, we shouldn’t hide

ver'' ingtead we
critically examining what the war,
and our failure o stop it teally
THeart.

The Resurgent Empire Vs, The Viet
nam Syndromea

A very ugly mood has possessed
the United Statea srournd this war
Tens, if not Fundreds, of thousands
of ragis, civilinns and soldiers were
slaughtered over a pariod of weeks
as the US lead forces rainad death
all across Irag, and no one ssems to

(Contnued to page 4)
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Let's Do it Again

Dear Love and Rage and readers,

Adfter reading Paul O'Banion's
article on the January Zfth anar-
chist contingent, I wanted to
write in and voice some of my opi-
niong, [ comptetely agree with his

criticism that "to call what ocour-
red a Black Bloc, . . would beto
Teduce gursalves to a mere parody
of the Central European autonome
from whom the tactic emerged.

Howevear, although we wera
disorganized, 1 don't think that
was tha whaole of the problem.
Uncler the nght circumstances
some disorganization can lead ta
more spontansous, creative ac-
tions than might have ocourred
under a spacifically decided plan
with a vanguard of lesders.

One of our major problames was
lack of numbers for the break-
awiay. Had we baen 1000
streny in front of the World Bank,
we could have been much more
effective. As it was, wallang down
that streat with about 100 people,
throwing stones, feeling very
igolated from the rest of the
demonstration, I did not exactly
feel "empowerad.”

If the police had desconded
upon us brutally, ne ané outsids
of the anarchist community would
ever have known about it. In addi-
tion, thers sesmed to be not even
the barest outlines of a plan‘in
mind. Some people may have
known whers wa were headed or
wihiy e were doing what we
were domng, but the maporivy
seemed to have no jdes, and just
blindly followed ths people in
front of them,

The rod paint bombs, the
bralen w@indows, were all weall
donie, bue 8047 What purpose
did throwing them on the
sidawalls fwhere people ware
standing) serve? Oncs we starf
tactics like that, it becomes real
violence againgt people, not mere-
ly symbolic property damage. We
all should be awara of why we are
doing anything at demonstrations,
whether it's smply burning flags
ot breaking windows on the
Treasury Building. Our thecries
must be translated literally into
practice; mean what you do and
do what you mean,

Finally, I sav a lack of
cohesiveness among the con-
tingent, Each group seemed to
have its own separate plan of aec-
tion and it seemed to me that peo-
ple didn't really mingle and (I hate
this word) network with each
ather. Perhaps peopls might have
felt more of a willingness to stick
by sach other and participate in
things as a large bloc if they had
known at all the individuals
marching beside, in front, and in
back of them.

So that's all T wanted o say.
Femember, I'm not completaly
putting down the Black Bloc. It's a
great idea, & good first start, let's
do It again!

HAnarchy, Peace and Equality to all
of you out there

Rachsl Rinalda

Mew York, NY

CORRECTIONS

The phetograph accompanying
the interview with Mok Chiu Yu
was uncaptioned. The photo was
from a demonstration in Tokyo
against the repression of the
Democracy Movement in China.
Aok vas the figurs on the right.

-

I Paul O'Banlon's article “Bladk
Bloc Pesters Warld Bank,''a
misguided drive for gender-neurral
language led to the subgtitution of
the word “autonome,” which
means 'autonomy,'” for "antono:
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Beware of the Goddess

Deat Love and Rage,

I'd bike to address some con-
cemms T have about the cover
graphic on the March Interna
tional Women's Day issus,
Although T greatly aprraciate the
assthetic form and simplicity of
tha cover, I question the content
of this statement about women's
self-detarmination.

First of all, there are other ways
for wormen to determine our lives
than through vislence. Many
women find violence very
fnghtening as they have long
associated it with men and find it
difficult to engage in. Although 1
agree it 1s important for wamen to
fight back, I feel women's self-
detarminatlon s 4 more comples
struggle, invelving many tactics
miost of which don’t require
throwring cinder blocks, the mest
important being self-organization
and education directad toward be-
ing able to make the decisions
that affect cur lives.

Ulamately this fight may came
to blows, or blows may be ap-
propiiale Lo B cifcumstancs, bat I
wioukd hawe prefarred to sees a
celehration of waomen's saif-
empowerment and detarmination
through othet means. If we are 1o
redefine femminity o even
humanity 1 should hope we don't
Envision an axe in o hands

This. hewvever is not the maost
disturbing aspect of the picture,
Although T must say it's very well
done, the only aspect that could
Be conceived as Gtopisn actually
perpetuates one ol the most
dangerous femals sterectypes —
ASSLCIAtinG Women w.th nEturs.

among the so-calied anarchist
community, T think ivs espacially
important 1o iy and nip this in
the bud,

The cover depicts a bare.
breasted woman (by the way,
Wwhy are all the women naked?)
Hlending in with the landscape,
with trees Sprouting up around
her breasts, flat on her back with
her eyes closed while a bird circles
her head,

This equation of women with
nature has historically correspond.
ad to the equation of man with
culturs and the scocidal idea that
we muat dominate this "other™
and extricate oursslves from it—
be it mother or earth, in order to
TAtUre —as men and as a “civiliza-
tion." I don't think the artist had
this in mind, by any means.
Howaver, this Goddess trend, by
attempting to reverse this
dichotamy and hail matriarchy
over patriarchy, still denies
women's rightful and historical
role as culture creators and en-
shrines qualitias, {.e. we are more
natural, that wera constructed by
patriarchal culture T am no more
natural then men and if I was that
woman I'd dae up and determine
mysslf by exploring all my poten-
tials.

Mo offense iitended KA —your
art 15 ireplaceable — just construc-
tive coticism I hope so that we
can all grows.

Laura Lik
Minneapolis, WM

men,"" which means *
ETE SULOROmMOons,™
.

A passagein " An Inlzoduction to
Anarcha-Feminizm'' by Laura Lib
used the word “masochism'’ in-
stead of theorginal "machaism, '
The pagsage should have read:
"Such a fization on violent tactics
often pressures women (and men)
into positions where they dan't feel
safe —lile all machoism."

& AFRIL 1591

‘those who

Anarchist Gathering in Mexico City |

The fallowing i% a translation of a
Istter ffom an organizar working
on the 1991 Anarchist Gathering o
be held in Mexico City.

I sand you and the Bound
Together Collective, (raternal
greetings. Also to the Anarchist
cormunity.

This letter has been begun
many times, since | would have
liked to send you exact dates for
the events which we are organiz-
ing. But still thers are no dates
although thers are alieady
agresmeants, disagresments, and
refloctions.

Agrésments:

A) To orgamize the first local
libsrtarian gathering in Meaxico Ci-
ty in January (Still no definite
dara).

B} Ta organize the first temional
libertaran gathering in May
{probably May 1) in Oueretars,
Cuemavaca or Mesxico City,

C} To bong about a Natlonal
gathering in Auguast.

D} To have the international
gathering in November.

Also: 1o put out en nforma-
tional bulletin, to congtruct a
libertarian network, and to

tive;"Withious Rules' who put out
a fanzine_

4) The group “TV-Neza” who
put out altemative videos and
wrork with cultural groups, and

5) Cultural Project Latin, who
are in the student and purnk
sceneas.

Disagresmmenta:

In May, Luais 5. {2 Mexican who
15 currently hiving in San Fran-
cisco) made various telephons
calls to Testimonios cisating a few
Etrong problams:

#) He said that Bound Togather
[an anarchist bookstors in San
Francisco) had questions dueto
its having donated money to Me:x-
ico and thal [t would like spme ac-
founting of that money.

B) The group around Mestre
{Ricando Mosire —sort of unofficial
patriarch of soma Mexican anar-
chists) and Testmonios demanded
accounting of the maney, in spite
of not having attended any of the
mestings, except for the fifth one
tApnl Ty where they didn't say
anything.

) The Queretaro group defined
its position on the side of Mastra
and away from us.,

) The assemblies of the first
four meetings decided ta invest
the fund, approximatel 4,200,000

A FENCE IS ONLY AS GDOD AS
THE PEOPLE WHO STAY BEHIND IT

develop connections with other
parns of the altemative movement.
Discuzsion=

We have had six mestings dus-
ing the {irst stage of organization:

1) January 10 (in Mesxdicn City),

2} January 26-27 in Quaretaro,

3) March 3,

4) March 2d—when we have ar-
rived at a few first agreements: 1o
have 2 local gatherings — one in
August, the other in December; a
national one in March, 1991 and
an intemnaticnal one at the end of
1991, We created work commit-
tees and had a theoretical discus-
sion between anarchists and
libertarians. . . producing divisions
and separation of peopla.

In the ffth meeting, there were
new people and they proposed
organizing by themes, jobs and
groups. But at the sixth mesting
there were only § peoplaand
there was much demoralization.
Poople began thinking that
nothing was happening and that
wre should stop having meetings.
This was on Saturday April 21.

When I returned to Mexico, T
spoke with various poople and we
conchuded that the general
assembly hadn't developed =n
organizing structure that would
have continuity, 2o it was propos-
ed to worlk on coordinating the
coliectives, We began working o
developing a hertarian network
formed by five youth collectives:

1) Anarchist Liberation Mowe-
ment—formed by students and
punks who work at the Prepara-
torla Popular Civdad Axteca,

Z) The “Radical Change Pesitive
Faores Collective” who work in the

punk seang,

3) the feminist punk collec-

pesos (about $1,400). instead of
keeping it in the banik until the in-
ternational eonfersnce gets
organized. The money was [oaned
out in the following manner:
1,500,000 pesos (about $500) to
the Atlapulco commune so they
could finish buying land for their
communes.

1,300,000 pesos (about $450) far
the publication of Motin.
1,100,000 pesos (about $375) for
the publication of a community
magazine in Meza and to buy
video equipment for the TV-Meza
collective.

300,000 pesos (about $150) to a
compatiera for at abortion.

8o far we have been repaid in
this way:

300,000 pasos from the com-
panera.

400,000 peses from TV-Meza
300,000 pasos from Motin,
280,000 from the commune —in
the bank, we now have 1,250,000
pEsOs,

The Mestre group considered it
fraud for us to have nsed the
monay for these projects and
miaintains that all the money J
should have remained in the hank
until the conference happened.
We believe that it should be used,
but that it should be actessible for
paying expenses incumed by the
mternational conferance. We
balieve that it should be used, but
W have reserves in kind, We
need to know your opinion.,

Basically, this was the idea of
the disagreements. It was only in
Neweamber that wwa koew
something of yoll (San Francisco)
by means of Enrigue and Sussamn
King who came to Mexics from
San Francisco. Very fow people

here trust Luis §, and we don't
consider him part of our comman-
Ly, nor do we want to have
anything to do with him,

At the root of all this thers
seems to be a growing gap be-
tureen Young and old that roubloes
us for the future of the movement.
As far now, frictions have eased a
bit, and we seem o be beginning
o get closar again, but it is dif-
ficult after all this fighting. We
used £o think it better 1o work
with the young to spread our
ideas, mstead of ahwrays having o
dizcuss things with the “old ones "
Raflactions:

It is very sad for us to see the
Mexican anarchist movemant con
tinuing in a crigis that we can's
£20M Lo overcome:

The lack of crganic structiures —
with the discolution of the Mox-
ican Anarchist Federation in the
'T0s, already it wasn't possibla to
do orgamzing, and the majority of
compafieros began to work in
other social and political ofganiza-
tons,

Group sectaranism continues —
for example Tierra y Libartad and
Testimonios confuse the new peo.
ple who enter the movement.

The lack of wark whith youth,
which prevents the rejuvenation
of existing groups. Tha kids who
come into the movement comes
rpostly from schools and the purk
miovement and sae the in-

-

Leveand Hage b5 oreated by a network
of FuppoTiens who am an ganeral agres-
mans with the Love 2nd Hage Bolitical
Statement and contribube tine, monay,
And enargy oo Love and Rage. Majer deoi-
atfare gnd oumrall palicy s soadewihan
for s con-
dacigipng
the contar-
ouncil of
Peole IO Gy SEgiang that meets
vl tmins 0 yaas it pefson and toon-
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work throngh theit Group or collective.
Cither suppartars work alons.

Mot Lave and Rage suppories aeac
tive in efforts to change the warkd abave
and beiond publishing Love and Rage
Buppartars aré involved in o broad mnge
of local groups and non-growps, publica:
tiomeof various sorts, and 1ssus natworks
and o that work natl 11
and ntemationathy and they ofen write
about their activitss in Love and Rage.

The Love and Rage suppot network iy
not a closad circle of friends. If you arain
aeneral agreement with the Political
Ewaternant and ane comionabile pledging
Wour Hima, enargy or money 1o ous jeint
wilort, you can become part of the net-
wiomh anc participate fully m the decision
making process. Ask the person who
atibed ot g you the paper. 07 wWiile

Love and Rage
Boax 3 Prince 5t. Station
MNove York, NY 10012

Editorial Council

Billy, Brooklyn NY
Chris, Brooklyn NY
Christopher Day, New York NY

" Darrell Gordon, Chicago IL
Gustave Rodriguesz, Miami FL
James, Knoxvills TH
Jassica, Mew York HY
Jimmy, New Origans L&
Johanie, Atlanta GA
Kals, Minneapolis MH
Kieran Frazier, Minneapolis MN
Laurie, Chicago IL
Mitch, San Francises CA
Nik, Chicage IL
Nissa, Berkeley CA
Rachel, Madison W1
Roni, Los Angeles.Ca,
Sunshing Smith, Berkelay CA

Production Group:

Wayne, Wendy, Rachel, Mike, Mat.
Lisa. Laah, Knlry,.lqsslce Jans,
Gwendol;m Gene, Gealfry, Erica,
Eric, Dave, Christophes, Chirls,
Chwris, Bob, Bl

Translations:
Bustivo, Gena, Len, Alvara.

Issue Deadiine Publishing
‘ May April 8 April 22
June May & May 20
July May 27 duna 10




tergenerational gap which we
have hardly besn able to deal
writh,

The abgance of proposals, We
knowy many anarchists, but no one
dares to try proposing work big-
ger than that done by their in-
dividus! groups. Cocrdination be-
twesn groups is nonemstent. Now
writh the libertatian network, we
are trying to dasl with this prob-
lam, but we see that it is going
to be a sjowly developing process
—differing concapts, work styles,
levals of compromise and fields of
Interest makea it very difficult to
get wngether.

We rcalized that we aren't
ready to deal with money. For a
long time we thought that it was
due to | lack of monsy that we
euldn't maks our projects work
Nowr that we have money and this
has created disagreements, we
s2e that the causss ware desper
and that we have o deal with
that. Some paopie have sven pro-
posad that we return the money
10 San Franoisco to be done with
these problermns. Cthers proposs
that we have ta grow, to resolive
our problems or else we would
give in to an Involation, a step
backwards. New we have the ax-
parience of waorking with money,
but we knew how urgent it is to
strengthen our vwork vithout
maoney and to oreate tonnections
[perhapes this might be anough) for
the futurs mavement in Mexico,

Wie need to have bettar com:-
munications with you, but direct,
You can write to us at the box
number. and consider any rela-
tionship with Ricardo Mestze as
seEparate Trom us. AWaiting news
from wou mE

- Braulio Alfaro
Regenoracion-Motin
Apdo. Postal #9000,

Mexico 1, DUF,

Tee Vee
Party!

v Lvons Hownau s Pave 0'Banron

BOUT ONE HUNDRED PEO-
AD]& Stormed Minneapolis'
WCCO TV station during
the & o'clock neves Febroary 26th.
The event bagan with a mally at the
Federal Building, sponsared by tha
Emergency Response Network
(ERN). The ERN is a sumetimes
uneasy alliance of anarchists,
Maoists, gays and leshians,
atudents and other solidarity ac-
tivists ancl antimperialists.

About ten undelfcaver oops,
some with cameras, hoversd
around the erawd and filmed from
parked cars. Several radicals in kaf-
fiyas and bandannas conironted
the cops and exposed them o the
crowd. Once the undercovers left. a
march of 260 through the down-
town area began. For security
reasons, the destination ot the
march was known only to a small
number, These individuals had

done extensve planning, including
8 successiul nise for getting into a
locked side.door and obtaining a
detailed focr plan ta help gain ac-
o888 10 the on-air stadie,

Omowe the door was open, a first
wave of 16 rushed the security
guards, vith another 80 or so close
behind. Security guards and yuppis
employess became violent, pun-
ching and shouting at psople, whils
shoving others to the floor. For their
part, the protestors were also quite
manic, running up and down
various halls, vyelling and
desperately trying to find the
studio. When asmall group actually
made it te the studio doors, they
found them locked. Those whe had
ot saen tha Hoor plan took this to
mean it Was fime to retreat before

the police arrived,

Armidst the melse, a glass-door
weas Kicked in. Demonstrators were
surprised when a huge on-air
studio window shattersd dus to
their pounding. After the glags was
broken, demonstrators moved back
towards the exit, anticipating an
mminent move by police to make
arrests, Angered employess set Up
a make-shift barricads to keep the
demonsteations from again attemp-
ting to get to the smdio. A state-
mant explaining the action was
given to employess and was read
over a bullhorn whils still in the
building.

In part the statement demanded.
ihat the media ‘'give aqual aocess
1o all different opinions on the
war,' and 'stop mindlessly

regurgitating the information
given to them by the Pentagon.™
The statement also invoked tha
Muremberg Principles which they
said state that it 15 the ohligation
of all world citizens to oppose
pelicies of their government when
those policies seek the continued
explastation andlor genocide of
other peoples."™

The Nuramberg Principles weara
alse invoked by an AWOL (an sco.
anarchist group) speaker at a sireet
theater demonstration called by the
ERN Mardh 2 in the fashionable Up-
town shopping digtrict. The
speaker insisted anti-war pro-
testors not ondy had a oght, but a
responsibility, to demonstrate
against the Gulf War, AWCL then
led the crovwd ina singing of the Ma-
tional Anthem, while several
members engaged in & dispiay of
what they “really feel about this
fucking country, deep down in-
side,"” by puking on the sidawsallin
red, whiteand blue, ERMN members,
dressed in costume, then put
George Bush on trial for war ¢rimes.
Peoplein the streats were invited to
testify agamst him, which many
did; the vardict— guilty, Bush was
bumed in effigy.

Datarmination of Saddam

Dear Lave and Rage,

I strongly disagres with Chris
Day when he in the January issue
of Lowve and Rage atates that anar-
chist= should show tactical sup-
port for the Iraqi army if and'
wehen the US lead forces invade
Irac. Bay argques that in case of an
nvasion the Iragi amny can de-
fend the population of Irag and
that they will defend self-
determination of Irag,

Firathy, history shows that
wehen two armies clashes it is

ACANITC MANTT E

always the civilians who suffer
the most. That is also the fact in
Iraq, & fact that even the
mainstream media and Pentagon
can't hide though they try to por-
Lray the war as & kind of camputer
game. The population of rag
would prabably be hetter off if
“their” ammy laid down their arms
all together| Secondly, it is also a
fact that the Iragi anmy is not
defending self-determination, but
! 'determination of Saddam.” ie.
tha people in power.

It i not the task of anarchists
{#s Day secmes 10 think) to support

State sponsored armies under any
circumstances. Mot becauss we
are pacifists (some are, some
ain't). Most of us don't mind peo-
ple taking up arms to defend thei
rights. But you've fot to lock at
wihat they are fighting for and
howe they are organizing. The ar-
my of Iraq has no liberating aims,
they ara iighting for a national,
“socialist' dictatorship and they
are ofganized, like most armiss, in
a mast autheritansn fashion.
There 1= no need to side with
them just hecause they are
fighting “impettalism, " Try siding

with the Arabian population and
tell them they don't need no
powerful leaders and their weil
aquippad armiss. And fight
agrRingt your own leaders and
thair war with sabotage, direct ac-
Hon, etc. when there 15 ne malitary
parties to support i the Middla
East right now!
Yours in anarchism,
Peter Bach
Editor of the Danish quarterly
Direfte AKton

GOVERND

EATT PV TLIEMCOE
Il i D NN & o DR L1y

Hey You! Gome to (he second annual Love and Rage conference, Every year there is a L&R
confarance at which supparters from across North Amernica gather ro fiscuss and evaliate the project
and fo sat the arecton for e coming year. The Editoral Counct, the between canference descisio
making body, is elected oy the conference, and 2 new produchion facilidaior 1 chosen ior the
Producion Group for the next year. The contarance this year Wik also include: issue workshops,
regicnal meetings: changing of the L&R polfical statement; caucuses for womyn, Gusers peaple of
color, youlh and eihers, discussion and development of aetion proposals: ana mers:

Love and Rage iz a colectve project; Runded. writien, produced, and disiributed by a large and
diverse: group of revalutionary anarchists from across Morh America. Papers ¢an be produced oiher
ways, but the peaple involved believe vary strongly that the projest - should reflecs, &8 mucH as
possible, the many dierent sties and ideas within North Amencan revolitionary ananchism, and the
best way to do that is fo pmduce the paper fwough an ogen and participatory process.

You could stay at hame 1he weskand:of Jung 286 through July 15t.and watoh TV, or ol coukd come
to Misneapobs and help buid & reveutionary anarchis| palifical fendency: Love and Haga isn't perlect, out
it rever will be wihou the parficipation of #e people who would like itto be:

Sae you in Minneapolis

REGISTRATION y

IF you are intarested in atfending the Love and Rage Organizing Conference, register now. We
are asking for a siding scale fea|based on your abity 1o pay) of between §15 and $60 to help
cover the £osts of the conference. Housing and some food will be provided, Mo one wil be
turmed away for lack of {unds.

Fraturn this karm ko Love and Rage Organizing Conference oo
RABL PO Bont 10854, Minnzapoiis, MM 55458-3854  Make chacks pavableto RABL
Narme

Adrgss ;
Ciy- State

P o) Dy

Bhooel )

LOVE AND RAGE ANARCHIST
ORGANIZING CONFERENCE

Saturday, June 29- Monday, july I

s

Local Groyp

humbes of people cominafinehiding you)
Enclossdis $

pd. o tohelpwihihe conk
___I'will need childcare Thave fhe foliowing 5

Minneapolis, Minnesota
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“MEET THE NEW WORLD ORDER ...”

(Continued from cover)

eare—thers lsn't a profusion of gles
owver the deaths, just silence. Gaon-
trary to Bush and his generals, the
targets in Tracg wers not largely
military, The entire economic in-
frastructure of lragq—bridges,
water treatment plants, power sta-
tions, communications—was
targeted for total destruction And,
of courss, since peaple use andior
live near almost every imaginable
sConomic target, civilians died by
the thonsands — as “collateral
damage'

Back in the US, the flags and
vellowr nbbons are everywhers and
there is a booming business in
T-shirts that eXpress, in varying
tones, the willingness of the US to
"kick spme ass,"

Thiz macho ewagger and re-
surgent patriotism, however, are
a thin veneer over a much deesper
sense of naticnal impotence on the
pait of the Tulng class, [n political
terms the U3 waged this war to
maintain control over oil, and thus
over the “‘power’’ of the in-
dustrialized world. But there was
an even more valuable prize: the
heans and minds of the American
people. This was a war to restore
popular support for S military
adventures abroad. This was & war
against the Vietnam Syndrome.

""The Vietnam Syndrome’” refers
to the unwillingness of the Amer-
ican peopls to be dragged into
anather war hike the one waged
against Indochina —and thus the

inability of the ruling class to do
what it wants at every turn. Ever
since the US defeat in Vietnam our
milers have songht to re-Seciioe our
suppart for their right to send us to
Wars we may not even understand.
Through the 80s theme was a slow
but steady escalation in US military
adwventures from Lebanon to
Grenada to Libya to Panama and
now Irag. These military actions
were desigmad to work in concert to
erode popular opposition to
militarism and build popular sup-
port for a resurgent empire,

The war against [rag successiul-
Iy completed the mobihzation of
public opinton; and it proved that if
the government successfully im-
poses military censorship, and
makes the slaughter of thousands
of people look like & video game, it
can mobilize popular support for a
six-week war in which very few
Americans get killed, Thie would
hardly seam like the end of the Viet-
nam Syndrome. But itis.

The Bush administration has not
established that the American peo-
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pleare ready to fight a real war that
cogts lois of American lives, but
they did create an atmospherse in
which millions of people in the

strests opposing the war could be

called “trattors" and ignored. They
created an atmosphere in which
many poople wouldn't aven wear a
button expressing their opposition
to the war for fear of getting beaten
up. By so effectively silencing
public debate on the war the
government was able to essantially
conteol public opinion. Lots of peo-
ple had a gut fealing that this war
was wreng, but because they wers
told that thers was hardly any op-
pogition to the war they didn't feal
free to raise their doubts and con-
cermns, and they never heard the
Ieasone to opposs the war,

Support The Troops?

A major weapon in the propagan-
da campaign for the war was the
call to “Suppart Our Troops.” This
slogan played on people’s confu-
sion and apprehenaions about the
war and it built on the right-wing
myth that the war against Vistnam
was fought ‘“with one hand tied
bBehind our backs” by popnilar op-
Position to the war {or liberal politi-
Cians in Congress). Of course that
the war against Vietnam was a
savage and genocidal conflict that
took the lives of between 3 and 4.5
million Indachinese 1s seen as
somehow incidental. The "'Suppaort
Our Troops' campaign alse
manipulatad people's legitimate
outrage at the trestment of Viet-

nam veterans by suggesting that it
wras the anti-war movemsnt, and
not the government, that is
somehow responsible for the plight
of Vietnam vets.

Many paople who opposed the
wrar fall for the "Support Our
Troops' prapaganda without
realizing how wearing a yellow rib-
bon was falling in line with the
gavernment and actually an in-
sulting betrayal of the troops. The
sentiment of support reached a
kind of hysteria level, and those
who opposed the war had to
choose to face potentially serious
consequancas for their moral deci-
SIONS.

A more sericus set of moral deci-
sions faced the troops sent to the
Middle East. Soldiers have auniquea
ability to stop a war by refusing to
fight. by either drepping their
weapons or by turning them
around on their commanders. A
minority of Gls had the courage o
refuse oiders and began the long
hard process of organizing GI
resigrance. Those soldiers faced
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and still face, stiff military penalties
for their heroism. Those are the
troops that nesded —and need—
DU SUPPOTL.

Of course most of the soldiers
sent ta the Middle East were vic-
tims of the "'poverty draft,” they
joined the militery because it of-
fered the only viable way out of a
lifer of cartain paverty. They joinsd
to pay for school, or just because it
was the onby work they could get:
Howaver. just because wa
recogniza the roke of ectnomic com-
pulsion in farcing pecple into the
military doesn't mean that '"the
troops'’ are absolved of their
responsibility to refuse to par-
tcipate i the slanghter. The troops
in the Gulf were asked to commit
atrocities against the peopleof Irag,
T was just following orders” is not;
an acceptable defense. [ would
never wear a yellow ribbon for so-
mecne who was “just following
orders.” Just as civilians had a
regponsibility to organize opposi-
tion in the strests, soldiers had a
reésponsibility to organize
resistance in the ranks. However,
noneofus had the timeto doallthat
we needed to do.

The movement against the Viet-
nam War leamed pamfully that it is
wrong to greet refurning troops
with accusations that they arae
"baly killers." That wasn't because
they didn’t in fact kill babies—lots
of babies — it was because they,
knowing fizgt hand the real nature
of the war, were natural suppaorters
of the anti+war movement. And in

fact, returning vets swalled the
ranks of the anti-war movement
then, and probably would have
again if this recent war had lasted

Er,

It is important that the civilian
anti-war mavement not he self-
righteous. Wa should not expect
scldiers to show greater maoral
courage than the rest of the popula-
tior. But we should be clear on what
wa think is right. When the “peacea
is patriotic’” crowd tells us to “love
the warrior, hate the war'’ they ara
spealing gibbearish—the warrior is
wiaging the war, dropping bomhbs
on paople's homes, slaughtering
people. We nead to reply "love the
resister, resist the warl"!

Imperialist Paace

The war is over. When the anti-
war movement says “the war isn't
over” we sound almost as if we
relish the war. The bombs aren't
dropping. The guns are, for the mo-
ment, silent The war is over.
Howevar, we know that in the long
run conflicts will erupt again. We

know that the contradictions that
gave us this most recent war have
not been resolved, We know that
the social systems that thrive on
war, in particular the global system
of nation-states, temains intact.
The US victory means the war is
over, for now — there is an im-
perialist peace. The US has reim-

“We have to
ask ourselves if
we are really in-
different to who
won —
particularly as the
longer range con-
sequences of this
victory make
themselves clear,”

posed its control in the Gulf, routing
@ local rival. We can expoct the US
to attempt to set up some sart of
permanent miliary presence in the
Gull now. The Arab peoaple will
now have to wage a prolonged
struggle to throw the US cut.

There was debate within the
anti-war movement, andwithin the
pages of Love and Rage, about
whether of not to support an Iag
victory aguingt & US nvasion: t's a
oot point now, but we have toask
oursalves [ we are really indiffarent
i0 who won — particulasly as the
longerrangs consegquences of this
rictory make themaelves

g Irag's night to seli-defense
amounted to supporting Saddam
Hussein's fagcist police state. They
said that we should support troops
on both sides revolting against
their officers. And they got half of
what they wanted: the Iragi army
revolted en masse — they threw
down their weapons and sur-
renderad. They retumed to Basta
and unched an uprising. So farso
good.
The TS army did not revolt. In
fact ite standing in the workd was
bolstered considetably by the tol-
lapse of the Iragi anmy. Militarily
speaking, the US has a much freer
1ein than it hag had in 15 years to1m-
pose its will on any country
around the world. Den't think it
won't. When George Bush an-
nounced the temporary ceasefire
an television, 213 of the soldisrs in
the Enlisted Men's Club at Camp
Lejune, North Carclina rose to their
feet, holding their beer migs high,
and chanted "OUn 1o the next one,
On to the next one” for 10 minutes,
It is very rare that armies on both
sides of a war will revolt
simultanecusly. Almost without
exception, the army that is losing is
the one that mutinies. For exampls,
when & strike breéaks out in one in-
dustry, Thope that it will spread to
ather industries, 1 hope that it will
lead to & global genetal strike—but
my analysis of how stnkes usually
go and my understanding that
revolution is more complicated
than that doesn't allow such hopes
to abscure my vision of what is real-
Iy possible in 3 miven situation.
Twould have liked to see the US
army and the Iragi army both
revalt, But that didn’t seem likely to
happan. So, I wanted to see the US
miltary get bogged down in Irag. T
wanted to see its morale collapse, [
wanted 10 sée its prestige
destroyed. | wanted to see a
decisive defeat of the US, All those
things depended on the Iragi

military purtting up a serious
Tosistance. It didn't happen, and
the warld is considerably worse off
for it; toa

Hussein and tha Limits of Anli-
Imperialism

A big part of the problem was
Saddam Hussein and the ocoupa-
tiom of Kuwait, Mobody wanted 1o
defend efther of these things, Not
the antiwvar movement (excopt a
small group of persnnial
cheerleaders for “'progressive’”
despots). not me, and not the Iragi
army, In additlon 1o his past hor-
rors, Hussein could have entirely
prevented the slaughter of his peo-
ple by withdrawing from Euawait,
Hussein is no one's fiend.

However, the world is full of
despots, many well-known to be
supported by the US. The US ruling
class chose this war well, The
discussion between US am-
bassador to rag, April Glaspie and
Saddam Hussein prior to the Imm
invasion of Kuwait reads like & set
up. It is clear that the powers that
be understaod that this war could
be won in a fairly short perlod of
time. They also knew that practical-
ly ewery other government in tha
Middle East had somesthing to gain
by having Hussein taken down a
Tew pugs.

This was an imperialist war. It
was a war lead by the major Ln-
periglist power on tha planet
against the peapls of an historically
opprassed nation. The real losers of
the war ars, of course, the peopla of
Irang. Like all such wars it involhved a
conflict between the aspirations of
one saction of capital (the Irsgi rul-
ing class) and the mrerests of a
larger and mare powerful hloe of -
capital {ied by the TS ruling class),
Bat from start. 1

and it was the [raq) peopls who
paid with their lives by tha
thousands; oy

The militery defeat arnd destruc-
tiom of the TS empire is a necessary
candition for the authentic libera-
tion of thes planet from the totality
of all anthoritarian systems of
domination. Traditional anti-
eolonial struggles have brought to
power new maling classes in their
respective countries, but they have
alsa tended to depend on & certain
dagres of popular empowerment,
no matter how fleeting, to secure
independence from the imperial
powers. Even when that emporer-
ment i rolled back, the people hawve
the experience of some degree of
revolutionary self-activity and that
experience is & contribution to the
overall project of human Lberation,
Further, they don't have the doubla
burden of destroving not only thair
o tuling class, but also espellng
AN oCCUpYing Srmy.

The whaele history ol anti-colonial
struggles stands in opposition to
the strategy of Saddam Hussein
who set himssif the task of defen-
ding what was both morally and
militarily indefensibls: the Iragi oc-
cupation of Kuwait. There wasn'ta
damn thing 1o be found in Hus-
sein's swrategy for taking on the US
that spoke to any process of human
liberation. Thi sound of Scuds hit-
ting Israeli cities may have been en-
couraging to Palestinians living
under & 24 hour curfew in the oc-
cupied territores, but to the rest of
theworld itrevealed Husseinasthe
butcher he is, cynically attempting
to manipulate the rightacusness of
the Palestinian cause, and killing
Ismelis to bolster his own pobitical
standing.

Hussein was rightly terified at
the prospect of any empowsmment
of the Iragi people, who very well
might quickly string Him upif given

(Continued o page 12)
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BASH BACK: The Case Against Queer Non-Violence

The foHowing article was
presented o the Toronto chapter of
Quecr Nation ae a peaition papar.

By an Bsarreeous Qures

£ OOMMUNI‘PYSELF—G‘EN-
sarship has traditionaily
Bbaan our Faustian tracle for
progress, We relegated our drag
fueans snd oir kathermen amd our
dyies an hiles o the periphsries aof
the community and allowed the
power-suited whtte boyes to bangain
writh the man. We surrendered aur
bathhouses for AIDS pubic-service
announcements, We let thae police
conbinue (o rad the rest-stop men's
rooma a8 long as we could have sen-
sitivity training for cops. We re-
mained unprotesting in the face of
Taws that criminalize our sexual
fives and lobhied instead for simple
eivwil rights. We barrad Ajlen
Gingherg and the North American
Man/Boy Love Association from the
Lesbian and Gay Cormmunity Ser-
wices Center and then reguasted
that the city forgive the Center's
mortgage. "
Mina Reves,
Cuiweek,
August 16, 1990
Al the meoting held on October
12, 18990, to discuss its mission
statement, the general assembly of
Gueer Nation Torento did some-
thing it had never done before. Up
untilthenthe general assembly had
always bent aver backwards to
make sure that every issus
presented before it got discussed
as fully as possible before a vote
was taken, Bul then and there, for
the first time. somenns in the
general assembly moved that we
votes o put the words "non-viclent”
in fromt of “direct action” at the end
of the first clause of Our mission
writhn about it
-‘Pf‘wak\‘m!?
after the fact —and too late for any
discussion to play any part in the
general assembly's decision—that
one of the queers in the General
Assembly asked if any of the peaple
who were opposed to the inclusion
of the words “non-violent™ wanted
to talk about the issue.

As one of those who votad
against the inclusion of the words
“non-viclent' Thave a great dealto
say about the issue. And what 1

! have to say I say anonymously
because Twant to draw attention to
the issue and not to myself,

I ohject to the knee-jerk way it
was taken for granted that the
wuords “non-violant” should be in-
cluded in the mission statement, &s
if there could be no guestion in
anyone’s mind that they should be
there. It was a real coup o'etat for
the advocates of non-violent dirsct
action. Thera ara many kinds of
direct action. But whatever side of
the iggue you come down on, Lo
matter-cf-factly dismiss out of hand
other kinds of direct action just
because you turn your nose 1 at
themn is no substitute for informaed,
mteligent and constructive discis.
aion of the issus

I think that “direct action’” &l by
teelf —just asit Was in the original
clause of the propased mission
statement —would have been fine.
1 think that the guesrs who vobed
for the words “non-violent'” ara
tatally out of touch with the
realities of patriarchal oppreseion, [
wiould rather have seen the words
of Malcolm X, "by any meaans
necessary,' put there instead:
those beautiful words of that
beautiful man who vwas fed up with
all the shit his peopls were taking
and who knew that they weren't
going to be polite and that they
wigren't going to take it anymore.
Malcolm X understood the realities
of oppression; sadly, my gueer
sisters and brothers who advocate
non-viclent direct action do not.

We always take the polite ap-
proach, following the astablish-
mant's preacribed guidelines for
sacial change and, in 5o doing, wWe
sactifice our gueer brothers and
sisters on the altar of politeness.
The above quote from Nina Reyes
makes this very clear. We fight
tooth and nail for every inch we
gain in the establishment's political
system— that's the establishment s
palitical systam, not ours—and for
what? Sa that "‘respactable” (that
i5, bourgenishquests can enjoy their

-privileged lifestyles unmolasted,
R A e

idea behind cartain ftems listed in
some of the written proposals
braimstormed by queers in the first
days of Queer Nation Toronto,
namely that we fofm soma land of
Y commnnity Laison " with thie cops,
All that means is that when the
cops do a good job of “serving and
protecting ! white middle-class gay
men, we'll zero in all the media at-
tentkon on them and give them g
publie pat on the back for sticking
up for queers, for proving that (oo
maiter what those crazy radicals
s-aw] msarcal‘l gmdpao‘pbem:ﬁar

who can‘t or won't fit into the

is nothing more than & movement

“ ‘No other
community would
have endured this
violence without
responding in
kind.” Do you
know why?
Because no other
community would
be that polite.”

on behsalf of white, middle-class,
masculina-identified men (like
New Democrat Svend Robinson,
the federal MF [or Burnaby, B.C.
who, on February 29, 1988, publicly
announced that he was queer), If
vou don't belleve me, then agk
vourself this quastion: how many
drag gqueens ol gueer sex-trade
workers have pou seen elected as
members of Parliament lately (or
aver)? Answer: None,

One of the biggest blind apets in
any approach to fighting
homophobia is the belief that
somehow real change can be af-
focted through the system, the
old ‘‘changing the system from
within'' approach, Seme people ac-
tually believe that we can defeat
one get of oppressore—homopho-
bic, quesr-bashing scum— by join-
ing forces with another set of op-
pressors — homophobie, queer-
bashing cops. This is the whole

defend the Tighis of q\mEiE fust ke
guears are normal paople. Mean-
while, our queer youth. our diag
guUesns, our boy-lowers, queer sax-
trade workers, gueers of colour,
queer street people, gueer
psychiatrized, and queers who
have public and washroom sax will
continue (along with wimmin, non-
white, and other oppressed
peoples) to get their heads baghed
in and jailed by Toranto's finest,
The words of Nina Reyes above
about our willingness to sellout our
sisters and brothers in return for
“‘sensitivity training for cops''
couldn'tbe moreto the point. When
will we ever learn that we cannot
fight queer bashers with quear
bashers?

Cops are our natural enemies and
always have been. Historically,
they are one of the state's (any
state’s) most effective mstruments
of sexual repression. And they are
the natural enemies of all other op-
pressed peoples, too,. I don't buy
the line that Says quesr cops are
any better. | remember seeing
some CBC coverage of the crisis in
Oka this summer. The respanse of
the Mohawk warriors Lo the sug-
gesticn that the stand-off might
benafit by having more Natives on
the Quebec Provineal Police Force
was that en Indian cop was still a
cop. Even if it was passible (wihich
it ien't) for queers to get totally ab-
sofbed into the manstream so that
wa, too would “benefit" from the
complete protection of establish-
ment police, itwould be at the cost
of betraying every other oppressed
people in this soolety.

Cops only exist in socisties to en-
force oppression {gocial, political,
sconomic, claes, racial, gender, sex-
uel, etc.) and to defend the ine-
cualities of the system. Instead of
trying to raly on the homophokic
establishments's cops we should
tell them to fuck off and die and
work on defending ourselves.

But instead of becoming seli-
reliant, instead of learming to de-
fend ourselves, we trust in refor-
mism and put hops for salvation in
our (state-approved) Left. Give men
break! What “Left"? Yeou mean filty-
seven yarigties of Toronto marxistg
who {while advocating aymed
struggle everywhera else in the
workd) trip over themssives rashing
10 get stals-approved permits for
state-approved demonstrations
and marches complete with state-
approved police escorte? Don't
make me laugh| The only social

e and. change this extremely polite form

of Leftisn will over get us s atate-
approved social change, which is
the same as saying nochange at all,
Even when we rebel against the
establishment, our rebellion is
cften defined by the establishment.
Rebellious acts, demonstrations
with police permits, and so forth,
tend to be acts of opposition to
society. But they are seldom so
radical that they actually change
society. These acts are cliches of
rebellion, safety valves created by
patriarchy that don't change
patriarchy, Even if they do make
conservatives rant that society is
crumbling, thesa kind of scripted
insurrections haven't made it crum-
bla yet, and, by themselves they
arer't lkely to. Anything lessthan a
direct attack upon all the conditions
of our ives is not enough!

The importancs of challenging all
the dominant institutions of the
patriarchy, as queers, is beautifully
articulated in the words of leshian
political political prisoner Linda
Evans., Wwho is committed to
building resistance bo government
and corparate Crimes against peo-
ple, and has helped build an
underground movement ag one
part of the resistancg necessary o
makereal changesin the world. She
s one of six activists named in the
Resistance Conspiracy Case inthe
S and charged with conspiring to
overthirony the US government, She
says that "We think that fighting
the governmentand being lesbians
are really intrinsic to sach oth-

. -and that's the only way we'te
going Lo win liberation for
surselvas and for other women and
other leshians . . "

As people living in Nonh
America we constantly forget just
heow wery privileged we are. Euen
our radicalism is privileged. The
state gladiy granis us permits for
our marches end demos knowing
full well that this will keep us hap-
Py, rebellicus and privileged.
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Meanwhile the oppression of pea.
jie in Canada — Cka for exanple—
rolantleasly continuas and it's
business as usual Nothing really
changes. A change n government
1% a changs in set directions. Now
compare our privileged radicalism
to wihat happens w0 radicals in third
world parlamentary democracies
like: the Philippimes: there radicals
miystenoushy 'dissppear’' and arg
served up on platiers to death
aaads

Miatt Foreman, director of the
Mewr York City Gay and Lesbian
Anti-WViolence Project, talking about
the rise in gueer-hashing in Neow
York {in words equally applicable to
Taronto) and quoted by Nina Repes
in the artecle from Ouiweel, says,
"No other commumnity would have
endured this viclence without
responding in kind."" Do you know

why? Because no cthel community

would be that polite. No other ap-
prassed community would have
settled for that kind of trade-off,
leaving their members broken and
Eleeding in thestrest while attemp-
ting to deal with the situation by
going through all the "proper chan-
nels,"

The Pink Fanthers of Mew York
push community self-dafensa with
the best of intentions which dees
nat, however, end anti-gueer
viclenes. [ean't help thinking what
a far cry they are from the very peo-
ple frem whom they have ap-
propriated their name: the Black
Panthers, who, in contrast, pushed
community self-arming, and when [
hear our queer politicos talk, they
seam to be saying 1o me, “the ballot
or the kiss-in.'' [ can't help thinking
wihat a far cry that is from Malcolm
X's words to his own people, "the
ballot or the bullet.' With
homaphobic lws, law enforce-

BYBtEn. nane of vwhich work to pro-
tect ug in a homophobic society
that alst dossm't wark, what choloe
ig l=ft 1o us other than that of defen-
ding ourselies against viokence?

"Non-violent direct action®' is
W part of our mission statement
and since it was the will of the ma-
jority of the general assembly of
Cueer Nation, it is not likely to
change. Put accenting that fact still
doesn't prevent us from talking
abgut othsr kinds of direct action,
especially when it comes dewn to
defining exactly what ""non-
wviolent"” means. It should mean not
being the one to strike the first
hlow, but hawing the right to fight
back when attacked. We should be
aliowed to defend purselves “by
any means necessary." We should
ingist that non-viglence be
restricted o actions against the
human beings and that it not be ap-
plied to property. Proparty is the
false god worshipped by our sooie-
ty. We are teRught to treat
everything as an object, Including
each other, and to value objects as
much as, or more than buman he-
ings. Unfortunately, all too many
rueers et themselves ba sucked in-
to this kind of materialism. [ say if
w2 can't bash the basher, let's trash
his car or spray-paint his storefront
window, il yousay. "no, we have to
respect private property,” then I
sEY you care more aboul propearty,
more akout the object and you give
it mare respect than you do the
sister or brother ying in a bloody
pulp at vour feet. Froperty is not v
ing. Aninanimate object, a material
object ia a dead thing, and it is im-
possible 1o do wviclence to
something that is already dead

o let's leave here today cormimit-
ted to give this gsue the serious
thought it desarves, making up our
minds to come back to a future
meeting prepared to have a truly
open and uncensored disoussion
about it.
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Anarchist Black Cross

WIMMIN PRISONERS’ HUNGER STRIKE

ing, March 4, 10 women held

in the segregation unit of
Kmgston's Prizon for Women (the
oniy federal prison for wimmin in
Canada)began a fast tothe death as
part of their struggle for survival
and human nghts inside the prison
wialls and to secura justice for their
sistars everywhere. As one of them
stated, “This may be a heavy price
wie wimimin may have to pay to
resist our oppressore " Their
hunger strike involved no food or
water. Their fast anded on March

BEGlNN NG MONDAY MORN-

12th, when their first demand was
met. Four of the wimmin wera
hospitilized, one with kidney
failure, They all remain in segrega-
Thor.

Theyv had two bazic demands:
1) To secure a temporary absence
pass for one of the wimmin held in
segragqation so that she may wisit
her mother who 18 currently near
death from cancar
Z) The establishment of an indepen:
dent ingqiry into the conditions of
the prison for women and into the
affects of the criminal just-us

system a5 a whole on wimmin's
hves,

By “independent the wimmin
mean outside of “correctional ger-
vices" and the solicitor-general, in
fact, independant of the criminal
[umjjust systemn 8 it now exists.

The wimmin currantly being
held in seqregation are held thera
as political prisonera—their punish-
ment stems from their activity in
the Feb. 6th, uprising, or resistence
mzide the prison walls. Those who
made the resistence were primarity
native wimmin: testimony in-

dicates that the brutal force used to
put their uprising dovmn (gas, dogs,
and the emergency tesponse team
of cops) went beyond anything
Breviously ised on white wimmin
involived in "nots " The resistence
was motivated by the wimmin's
anger owvet the hanging of the sixth
Native womyn in 18 months within
the prison. The prison bosses have
responded by cutting all Native
programs ingside the pricon, and by
barring the Mative elders trusted
and needed by the wimmin.
Although the sirike is over, the

wimmin will remain in segregation
for at. east 30 more days, eccording
to prison authorities, Tha nstive
Prograims may not be restarted. For
maora information contact Through
the Walls {hsted in the ABC direc-
tory). Lelters of protest ovar the
treatment of these prisoners and
their being held in segregstion can
be sent to:
Warden
P.0, Box 515
Kingston, Ont.
K7L 4W7, Canada

Perotti’ S Sltuatlon D_esperate Beating in

DHN PLROTTI AN ANAR-

l.h.lbl- prisoner and organtzar

for the IWW., hegan a
hunger strike on Jan. 30. Folks who
have been reading the ABC page in
past 1sgues of Love and Rage have
seen the ongaoing “updates' on
John's situation. Unfortunately, the
situation has gotten continually
Worse,

John has heen hald in isolstion
for ower 30 months, his maildoesn't
get through to hum, and his wsiting
‘'privileges’ come and go at the
wihim of the warden. A fow weaks
into his hunger strike, wWorm desam
by the isolation and constant har-
rassment, John cut his wrists. Ha
wias moved by the prison to a stata
mental hospital, Although a
prisoner at I:]u- hogpital, John's
e —
thres days he was there. He was

‘radically for thie

N

allowed towallsthe g':omda.dmss
in street clothes, eat real food (he
wrent off his strike whils there)and
Wigit, unintarupted, for hours with
his partner.

Adter three days @ was decided
by hospital authorities that John
was of no "threat' to himself or
others. He was put in a cetl and
transforad immediatly back to the
prigcn. Placed back in complate
isolation, inastripcell, Joho cut his
wrists again. The prison has no in-
tention of sending him back to the
hospital They will keep him in
isolation indefinitely, |

We have to intervene. The
warden is feeling a bit of pressure
fram the letters and telegrams he
hes received demanding that John

ba removed from isolation. We
Hﬁfé‘m’ﬁcﬂfehne L
letters, calls, faxes, obe, ara neoded,

both to the drector of the Depart-
ment of Carrections and the Gover-
nor. No one can hang on by
themselves forever. John dees get
somse of his mail, letters of support
can be sant to; ;
John Perotti
#16TT12
Lebanon Comectional Facility
P.O. Box 56
Lebanon, OH 45036
To contacl the Govarnor and
Warden:
Governor Voinovich
77 5. Hight 1. Statehouse
Columbus, OH 43215
1el.: (514) 466-1555
and
George Wilson, Director
Dept. of Rehabllitation
.. andCo T
=060 ‘North
columhus. OH 43229

(Continued from page 10)

lective within the larger social
movements, It means a comimnit-
ment to straggle inside the group
around the many personal and
political issues that are bound to
aris=in a highly committed group
In particular, it mesns a commit-
ment-to struggle around saxism,
ageism, racism, homophobia and
class divisions within the group.
Men must be committed to serious-
Iy confronting how they have been
trained by a sexist society and to
figraring it ot without depending
on women ta dao it far them,
Everybody must be commitied to
facing what will inevitably ba long,
difficult and sometimes painful
discussions of these gquesticns,
Wihen some pecpie In agroup are
committed to this leveal of struggle
and othess are not it leads to prob-
lems. The processes invalved here
often require a great deal of per-
gonal trust. They invalve a ruthless
honesty and a seli-critical parspec-
tive that are impossible to maintain
without that trust, Of course a
political collective has a respon-
sibility 1o new members not to force
them into such intense situations
until they feel some of that trust.
Trust is developed over time.
Wihat this usually ends out mean-
ing is that the collective can fesl a
hit like a roller coaster sometimes,
The group stowly builds itsalf up,
bringing in new people ons at a
time and developing real bonds of
trust. But at a certain point, &
number of unresolved contradic-
tions come forward. One person
dominates meetings, Other people
aren't following through on eome
mitments. The men tend to inter-
rupt the women, Older membears
disregard the suggestions of
younger membears. AB 8000 85 one
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of these questions is broached the
others pour out, Themoller coaster is
plummeting down the ncline.

Orwrer tiene the collective develops
ways of bringing forward thess
disgussions in ways that don't
distupt everything slse the group is
doing or drive lois of people out of
the group. But the intense pericds
of struggle often have a very revolu-
tionary character: the group is in
the process of overthrowing the old
order that has reproduced itsalf
within the group and replacing it
with a diffarert, hopefully better,
set of relations. There is no way to
make such a process easy or predic-
table.

Callectivity and Individual Initiative

There has to be a dynamic ten-
sicn between the collective and the
individual if the collective i5 to real-
Iy aid in building & revolutionary
anarchist movement. Many anar-
chists are such die-hard in-
dividualists that they find it prac-
tically impossible to work ocollac-
tiwely, to participate in the give and
take that is nvolved in making &
group work. On the other hand,
unlike the authoritarian left, wa
don't see it as virtuous for peaple to
subsume their individual identity
inee some abstract collective idanti-
ty, whather that is the identity of
the palitical collective of a social
construction of gendear, class or na-
tionality, The purpose of the collec-
tive 15 to empower people to
transform the world. For some peo-
ple the collective will give them the
SUppPort to take initiative in a way
that they never could before. For
people who already feel comfor-
tabie taking the initiative, the ool
lective allowes them to be more ef-
fective by working with others.
For some the collective is a place
where they will be challenged cn
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hawe thair “individualism'" is built
on the appression of others

Working collectively allows &
group to be “'more than the sam of
its parts.* There are lots of things
that ten penple working collective-
ly can get done that ten people
engaged in individoal activity
wionld never get done. But for those
ten peopls to work together thay
need to be able to make com-
promises. Not everybody can get
their way every time. There are
some people who sse a “tyranny of
the majority” mn every collective
decision they disagree with, whao
£88 8 gresl compromise in their
freedom if warking 1in a group
means not doing whatsver they
want to when thay want to. [ will
leava it to others to discuss
wihether such petsonality traits are
"anarchis,' They are clearly at
odds with any functioning collec-
tivity, and therefore at adds with
doing the things only & collective
can oo, Things I think are essential
if we hope to create an anarchist
society.

The collective is a place whers an
individual can be a part of things
that would otherwize be impossi-
Ble. But a collective demands more
than just acknowledging the rights
of others, it means respecting them
and helieving in their capacity to
contribute totha collective process,
Tt means making compromises and
learning how to work together,
Theres is a rich body of histarical ex-
periences to draw on in developing
an authentic anarchist collectivity.

Inmy nesct article I will address
some of the more specific features
of & local anti-authontarian collec-
tive, In particular I will address
Juestions of feminist process, inter-
nal demaocracy and the practical
steps invelved in starting a collec-
tive,

o

MANCI
Control Unit

gy Jarn Perrar

N FEBRUARY 8, 1991, IN
Othe super-maximum ad-

ministrative cantrol unit
{(AC-Tsolatinn) at the Mansfield Cor-
reciional Institution (MANGI) in
Ohia, a high tech priscm, designed
after the US Penitentiary at Maricn,
Nlinois, 36 quards and high ranking
prison officials cuffed six pnsoners
behind their backs, and then
entared their cells, beating each
przoner with their fists, boots, and
clubs, Two prisoners kicked the
their coll doors off the hinges, but
were restrained. These beatings
were unnecessary and excossive.
The prisaners beaten were: Eric
"Sudan'' Bwafford #178862, Mike

Clay #216762, and Eugena Adam.
#144736. Adams was beaten so
badiy he required numerous stit-
ches Lo his head The beds and all
the prizoners' belongings were
then removed from their cells and
these men wers forced to sleep nak-
ed on the floor with anly a thin
plastic mattress.

In sheer frustration of their sitea-

tinn, the prisones have sarted a
death fast, begun on February 9,
1891, They will not eat until: an in-
vastigation iz started eoneerning
1he beatings, they rocieve propar
medical treatment, thew beds and
pProparty are returned, and warm
clothes are issued to them. Other
demands are to be announced.
They request that outside groups
call the prison and write lottars to
protast their conditions and
monitor their situations. Letters of
protest should be sent to:

Warden Daalbarg
MANCI

P.0. Box 1638
Manstield, OH g4901

Friends of
Liberty

RIENDS OF LIBERTY [S AN

prisoner support in Seattls,
‘Washington,

Currently they are working
against the Marion lockdown and
the construction of a prison in
Florence, Colorado. They want to
get in touch with mdividuals out
thare whe are working with
PHECOETS, Of N prison issues. Their
address is on the contact list

r

Anarchist Black Cross
Toronto
P.0O. Box 6326, Stn. A
Torante, Ont, MSW 1PT
Canada

Anarchist Black Cross
Vancouver
P.O. Box 2841
Vancouver, B.C.,
VEB 3X4
Canada

Anarchist Black Cross
Naw York
P.O. Box 20521,
Tompkins S5q. Sin.
New York, MY 10009

Anarchist Black Cross
San Lorenzo
P.O. Box 215

San Lorenzo, GA 34580

Prisoners’ Legal News
P.0, Box 1684
Lake Worth, FL 33460

Through the Walls
472 Albert St.
Kingston, Ont.

Canada K7L 3W3

To learn more aboul political
prisongrs, prisoners of war and

prisons in Morth America write to
any or all of the following groups;

Friands of Liberty
Box U568G
Seattls, WA 281452685

Bulldazer
P.C. Box 5052, Stn, A
Toronto, Ont, M5W 1W4
Canada

Leonard Peltier,
Defense Commitiee
P.0. Box 583
Lawrance, KS 66044

Commitiee fo End the Marion
Lockdown
343 5, Dearborn, Suite 1607
Chicage, IL 60604

Project 1313 I
P.O. Box 1313
Lawrence, KS 66044

Wimmin Prisoner
Support Network
P.O. Box 770, Stn. P
Toronto, Ont; M5S 221 i
Canada

Anarchist Black Cross
Latino Amerigana
P.O. Box 45-1208
Miami, FL 33245




Int'l Syndicalist Conferences=+ "=~ """

N NOVEMBER 1-4, 1890,

representatives ol 35 trade

unions and libertarian
organizations from around the
whole world gathered in
Stackholm for an international con-
ference. More than 50 foreign
guests lrem 19 countries and 28
Local Federations (LS} of the Cens
tral Organization of Swedish
Workers (SAC) attanded, SAC
organized and hosted the con-
ference.

The internaticnal participants
iepresented a broad s=lection of
organizations. Both anarcho-
syndicalists and radical trade
umions in general met m an open
and revwarding diseussion that
nopefully will result in contace apd
future cooperation. The conferencs
lBid the foundation for a future net-
work that may becomae of 2 decieive
nature for future cross-border
COOPETAtinmn.

A5 e expected, a ot of conneac-
tons were made outside of the
prépared agends of the conference.
The Latin American participants ar-
tancred their owmn mesetlog on Latin-
American cooporation, They decid-
a6 10 meet agam — first in Bolivia in
February of 1692, sayes SAG's inter
naticial secratary, Annika Hielm

The idea of the conference was
Tiol to make common decisions, bat
rather to exchange ideas and ex-
periences between people from
Afnica, Asia, TISA USSR, East and
West Burope and Latin America, If
the Austrahian syndicalists hadn'c
beer forced to stay home, all con-
tinents of the world would have

L:g topics were ou Lhe program:
the on of capital
aur natural and occupational en-
¥ironment, repression, and the
futire of revolutionary syndicalism,

Viewrs, experisnces, basic situa-
tions and reguirements ware
shown to be very different. This lad
Lo exciting and revearding debates,
Something that wnited many of the
Darticipants was the cammon con-
cerm for the renewal of the role of
the trade-unions. However, there
were different opinions on how to
do this

Jose Maris Olaizola from the
Spanish COT (General Confedara-
tion of Labor) advocated that the
trade unions must be broadened
and also go ocutside of the
workplaces, It was also deemed
desirable to strive to lessen the con-
'ﬂ:ictbstweanthepq'odmmgmdtlm
comsuming human baing.

Other delegates, among others
Martin Howard from Black Flagand
Jorge Ouesada Linay, chairman of
the Peruvian Mineworkers Union.
FNMMSP, emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening the trade-

Jan session at SaC contarance.

forenis o bt

unions in the workplaca,

Cotavin Alvarcla, whe has a lomg
history of strugghe within the work-
ingl movement, both in Europe and
Latin Ameries {at this conferencos as
a lacturer from CECAME), spake
#Ahou importance of creating
solidar ...y and cooparation among

all workers across all kinds of
baorders. He also emphasized the
necessity to keep all sectarianiam
Ouislde the workters® mavemert.

There was a discussion of how o
react to vinkenee. Initiated by Clga
Petrova from the Sowviet KAS, tha
Confederation of Anarche-
Syndicalists (IIS5R), on the topic of
“"Repression. "

International Bulletin

During the last day’s seminars,
suggestions that had come up dur-
ing the confarence were discussed,

Cme of these suggestions wag 1o
create @n international bulletin,
This bulletin is to be produced in
English and Spanish, and to contain
information about the develop-
ment of the movements in various
countries rather than debates and
discussions: Each movement will
he responsible for their own con-
tributions to this bulletin, The con-
ferince approved this proposal

The Syndicat des Correctours
(GGT) in Paris is considering
publishing the bulletin, Martin
Nilsson from the Swedich SAC is
1esponsible for {inding an alter-
native if the CGET will nogba abie
handle the publishing, [t was alsg
decided that each organization
would investigate financially sup-
parting the bulletin,

Common Statements

The French UTEL {(Union of
Liberarian Communist Workers)
are to put together a yearbook with
addresses and names of organiza-
tions to increass the cooperation
arcross the borders,

The conference delegates en-
dorsed two statements of protest.
One protest was directed against
the imprisonment of Crigspin
Beltran, chairman of the FPhilippine
central trade union organization,
EMU May 1t Movement). He was
artested on October 30 on a telewi-
sion talk show, The arrest was
ordered shartly after the beginning
of a general strike, for which the
Agquino government threatened to
ban BT,

‘The second protest was directed
boths Sovist authority pergecutions
of the Ukrainian Sotsprof trade-
union. If you want to have more in-
formation from the conference you
can order a magazine that will ba
put together by SAC

Greetings from Other Organizations
A number of greetings also came

Ausiralia; Base
it
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Finally the :'D:'lferr-m,e -:;a{‘e @
SHLAETTHEL:

To the Working People of the World

This message is full of hope and
anguish. Anguish for ail the threats
that hang over humanity, espacial-
Iy the ones cansed by the domina-
tion and exploitation of classes and
reqions in counties. We affivm
with indignation that all eystemns of
gast, west, north, and sauth are
deeply inhuman. I it continues like
this, the future can only be a
carastrophe,

The world is thieatened by the
poisoning of the natural environ-
ment, by starvation and diseases,
We feara future of military dictator-
ships, police regimes, nuclear wars,
and widely spread violence.

The sclidarity that this con-
ference has made poszsgible
strengthens our will of resistance
and our determination to create
radical alternatives to the present
order; independent and militant
trade unions.

The perspective of worldwide
solidarity to stganize resistance
gives hopa. This could satisly the
thirst and hunger for freedom,
autonomy and justice of human ba-

1 & h . o
wotking pecple to take back the
arms of emancipation: that existed
in the sarly social movements. Mowr
revolutionary svndicatism —the in.
dependent union movement—
Emerges as an answer Lo the op-
pression imposed by capitalism
and the structures of state.

We, the working people, must
organize to awake, sustain, and en-
courage this hope. We must
become masters of our destiny.

Signers of the Statement

Grupe de Trabam Sindoal-BT3 COH (Ealivial,
Unins of Balgarsan Anstehceyn dioslist Cluka
(Bulgasing, Cemtrn de Esudios Sindicsks “Clotano
Bl (Gt} Fecrasicn haconalde Cooparativee
e Vi ards v Servicios Habstcianales {Chile), Hall
Syndicalists Oftshorn Indusisies Llasoe Comoittes
{Esrgland. Mnck Flag | CESAME
tmm.mmk.-nmurmmﬂ_nhm
frlal, FAL Owt (Enst G | TRRGH{ st Crecmmasiy)
Wildeat. (Wt Geatanyl, AsaschoSyn didaliesechn
Organization Safa (West Oasrsknyd, Sindioate de
Teabjncdares dal Banco Gustenals {Dantemald],
OVB{Hulland Amsociszions Fesrovien  Cacars P
ma [halyl COML #iaby). Anarchisy Federation of
Japan Llagan), COET (Parnguay), Fedeisoion M-
rcional de Teabmjsdores Miseros, Metalargoas p
Sidaruegiems del Pand da COTP (Fen), COT Spad),
Kaoraan Fadaration of Anosckieta {Seuth Koreo}
Tasgu Wamen's Trade Union @outh Korea), SAGC
‘EwedEnl, AUDA tUrsgoay) nrmuu:l-u gl Euy

USER|, Betaiet Pre
gamatod |{UEEE),
(USSR, AS,

T hls report is from SAC Nswsler
ter#3, 1990, For further information
COTYTaCT:

SAC — Central Organization of
Swadlsh Workers
Sveavagen 88 113 50 Stockholm
Swaden
Tel: +48 B ET3 3552
Fax.: + 46 8 673 03 45

KAS CONFERENCE PLEA: Tho Sovier Con-
laderatian of Anarcho-Syndicalists hoid an inter-
natlonal conferenss in Lasingred March 1618,
DG wos anuble 10 3ent snyana. For snyona aul
thare who wenl. please seed s 3 writeup an the
meeting 20 Bny phaolos yoo may hdvn, g0 we cap
publish an aceeunt of this historic event
Thanks:

Bulgarian
Anarchist Youth

ELLDO DEAR BROTHER
and Sister Anarchists!ll We
are the Federation of Anar.
chistic Youth from Bulgaria. In Bul-
garia there are two mass organiza-
tions of anarchists — FAM {our
organization — Federatsia na
Anarhisticnata Mladeq) and FAB
{Pedaration of Anarchista in Bulgas-
ia), Thereis something of a group of
anarcho-syndicalists and anarcho-
racifists in Flowdiv, FAM has abauat
a 100 members and sympathizers
(60-50}. FAE has ahout 400
members, mainly veteran anar-
chists who have passed from fas.
cigt concentration camps to Com-
munist ConcentIstion camps.
In 1980 the magazine Free
Thought/Svobodnos Misas, the first
3egul anarchist magazme aftar

ipating in street act
months of Jung-August in Sefia:
street blockades and barricadss,
protesting in Lent camps on the
Frasident Square, etc. Mow we are
in the process of oiganization. We
Are ayoungorganization—ouy
founding meeting vas on June 22.
Our enemy No. 1 remains the Mare-
ists. We suppose that spon we shall
have sericus enemies in the face of
different nationalistic. monarchist.
ic, and conservative religious par.
ties. With the democratic mawve-
ments and organizations we have a
tacit coalition now. But wesuppose
that they first shall start the “war"
ageingt us (we hope not to the let.
ter).
It shall be interesting for us 1o
know something about your organ-
tzation and your way of lfe, What
lkind of books and magazines you
read, what magezines you edit, In
general we want 1o know every.
thing about youas people and anar-
chists. Our last two actions were a
protest funeral march an November
7 against Marxist rule then and
now and ademonstration in front of
the Soviet embassy after the
“Bloody Sunday” in Vilnius. Your
pretty and useful OGB we got from
Roman Laube of the Crechoslovak
HAnarchist Union. We translated it
inte Bulgarian, And we sond you
numbers 1,2,3,and 4 af Free
Thougli (practically it's a newspa-
pet of FAB, butthe third page of the
third issue is about our FAM). Tha
first one g partially translated mio
Enghisi.*
That's all now. Cur address is:

Federation of Anarchistic Youth
Todor Riznikoff
Tr. Rostov Mo. 4 ET. 4
Sofia, Bulgaria
Your friands: Georgi, Micky,
Eohby; MNicola; Konstanting Mariola
and all from FAM
*For the 16 pages of these
ranslations send $3.00 cash to On
Gogol Boulevard, ofo Bob MceGlynn,
528 5that, Bhlyn NY, 112165, USA
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Laszia Vit of Enst-est intosimation and
Cdmmiriication Merwrrk

New East/West
Ecology Center

HE BEAST-WEST INFORMA.

I tion and Communication

Network has been establish-
ed i Budapest, Hungary, at the in-
itiative of Laszlo Vit of the Danube
Circle. (The Danube Circle sue-
cessfully fought the introduction of
a dam on the Danube,)

The Meotwork plane to establish
Eeo-Letters. Eeo-Letters will be in
English, and inltil plans arefor it to
come out 5ix times 8 year, Tha main
emphasis will be on scology prob-
lemns and sohitions in the East and
how political’sorialioconomic fac-
tors influence ecology and en-
vironmental policy, news of
Eastern Green movements, links
betweesn Eastarn Jocal and global
pmble.ms u.ltecmauve:pl-ulnsnp]-ues

Ea-icm'nze ., the add.momd :ruzpose
of Euo-Lerr.em will be to inform
Westarm Greens wand aiternativists
of Eastern news, phes to nfluence
Western governments lo giving
ecologically sound aid. It's hoped
the newsletter willbe useful in forg-
ing activist tles between East and
West ecologists.

Acoording ta the Network’s pro-
ject description: “"The medias are
full of contradictory concepticns
subordinated to different parties in-
terests. The peopls who are neutral
or have alternative notions are cles-
ad out from the newspapars.

“Contrary to the general concep-
tion, these terrible social, economic,
and environmental problems are
the legacy not anly of the former
Communist era or the one party
system, but also the consequence
of destructive industrialization
palicy and agricultural manage-
ment, and cannot be changed only
1o copy the Western democracies.

"The governments' myapic,
shaort term policies, and the official
organizations' bureaucratic
methods subordinate environmen-
tal problems to economic and
political questions. Our ex-
periences show that the most
desireable long-term congeptions
and solutions come from different
non-govarnmental crganizations
and independent mdividuals.

“To avoid the Bast-West rela-
tions leading to a new colonization
patiod, we have to pay attention to
the debt crisis, the economic aid

roblem (which forms of aid), and
the impaort of ald technologies (and
ideas)

The Metwork seeks subscribers,
equipment, grants, co-editors,
tanslators, and publications wrill-
ing to reprint Bco-Letters repons:

East-West Information and
Communication Network
1144 Budapest
Furedi St. 19/a,

Hungary
Tel: 361.137-2987
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Letter from the Berlin Squats

Lazt November thers were
pitched battles betwean police and
sguatters in HBerlin feee Love ancd
Rage January 1981). Jaramy War-
saw, from Herkeley, Califomia, wasz
thers. The text that follows iz a letrer
he senc (o fends back home. [t was
writtan in two parts, The first iz dat-
2d Manday, November 12, 1290, the
second 15 dared Thursday, Novern-
ber 15, 1990

ILLIE, ET AL: I'M IN HER-
lin now. after a auich weslk in
New York and Massachusetts
writh Martha and my brother. After
aome diffieuley, Tweasable to locate
Andre: K, at a large squat in Kreuz-
batg on Lubineatrasse. [th-o'lg.gﬂup

e 60 peopls in two buildings, join-
ad by a crude suspenaion bridoe
swaving four flights above the
gronand. Aldso livieg there is Andrei
3., who's been wery frendly, and a
Cansidisn vwoman he'sbeen seaincg,

The scpuattars hare are not real
mendlrin general Asona foreigner

some English, so we ard abla ta
communicata,

Lest night a faw of us came ta
Mainzerstrasss, in Esst Berdin, to
hang out at a gay bar in one of the
squals. Theoeans over 130 squats in
East Berlin, while orly a few remain
in Weat Berlin, like the one I'm in,
Many of the graffiti coverad squals
host small basement bare, where
people come 1o drink and smolos,
smoke, smoke, while listening to
American rap music, There are 12
scuats in-a row an Mainerstresse,
an impressive row of & story build.
inges draped with political flags and
bannars, Hare there are a few bars,
a cafefinformation centar, anarchist
bookstome, e,

The sgquatiers are malnky from W,
Barlin and, as those few of you
who've baen to Berlin before knowr,
they are extremely punkish in
dreas, hair-style, jeweley. Even they
speak of the "'uniform' —black
boots, black pants or tights, an
amalgam of aweatars {dark, rip-
ped). covered by an abused black
leather jacket, Eaffiya wrapped
around the neck, shaved head, or
short dyed hair or short or long
dreadiocks which may alao ba
dyed. Of course I feel very unhip in
my bhie jeans and bright sed jacket,
a condition sxacerbated by my in-
ability vo shara their lifestyle of
endless smoking, of partying until
Bam, sleeping "till noon (the sun
sets at 4:15).

In any case a most extracydinary
situation has arisen, in which I find
myeeif urterly engrossed. Seems
this morning the police evicted
thres squats arcund the corner
fromm Mainzes Str. (There used to be
a pretty big difference betweon the
East and West Cerman police with

. viciousnass going to the
West Germans. Dne story I've
heard is iluminating: last year tha
East Gorman cops came to avict &
women's sguat. After kicking
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everybody out, they locked the
doors and stood in front of the
building. Unbaknownst to them,
there was a roof entrance and meost
of the Wwornen jest wwent around the
back to the roof and reaccupied
their home. Unoe inside they made
8 sigm saying: "Police 1, Squatbers
1" and held it sut of the windour,
The police just watched, then went
away. They had been ordered to
take the squat just once, not twics,
vou sae, g0 they had left. Of course
sinos reunification (the way & tiger
Tennites with itS prey) the East Geg-
man police, like the military, is be-
ing phassd out, eliminated )

Well, back in Kreuzberg somaeone
gaveus the news, telling ustegato

Mainzer Btr. to help defend i, When
wra got thers, there were & fear -
dred psople in the streeis,
autonomen styla — black mesks
covering the face. At cneend of the
street, large trash bags were
commandeerad from 8 constroo-
tion site and the corner was bar-

intersection, sma =
made from whatewver was handy:
trash, rubblis. wood, atc. Mean-
while, the palice blocked one in-
tersection, but etayed back a few
blocks at the other two. Sitting 1
the sireet was de Panzer —a largs
green monster tanlk, with a
bulldozer ramming blade in front.
Behind it, languished a watar casn-
nan, an even larger solid stea] truck
with powerful, high-pressure
water cannons mounted on top.
Eehind this sat around 10 polica
wang, each holding 10 or 15 riot
pelice,

Fram aell accounts these boys are
BAD. They'r= all about 3" or 5'4",
young—21, 22, 23, in shape, martial
ans, etc,

Inanycase, for & long tme no one
knew vwhether the palice would at-
tack, We milled around, built barric-
ades began tearing up the cob:
blestone sidevwalks, which broke
dowr into nice; palm-sized throw-
ing stones.

It was pretty clear that the police
had not planned on evicting the
gguarte at Mainzerastrasse, and at
this point I think they feit they had
aceomplished the moming's task in
the earlier evictions, Now, of
course, the matter had becoms
more complex. Wera the cops will-
ingg to back dowm to face a far maore
serious threat — the loss of the
streets to the people?

Almest the whele Lubbi squat
wasg there and we held smeeting to
decide what to do. Of course, we
absolutely had to protect the squats
becauge we all knew, if we can't
stop them at Mainzerstrasse, we
couldn't stop them anywhers. To
this end, baskets of rocks were
dragged upatairs, placed on all the
balconies. First we chose to stay in-
side, but once the people who lived
inside this squat told us they had
chosen not to throw rocks, wie toak
to the street.

And armived fust in Hrme to meat a
contingent of Weat Oerman’s fin-

est, each carrying a large plexglass
shield. They weren't attacking, just
trying to secure an intersection
away from Mamzer.

Well, tentatively at first, a few
rocks were tossed, and amidst
chanting of “Ceps outl", we began
bamaging the cops, forcing them off
the strest,

Shooting. Tear gas! White smaks
wafiting up, peppary taste in
moith, bt net $o bad. Scramble up
into a squat 88 Waler Cannon Cormes
through. From tha balconies and
the rocftops a deluge of rocks and
bottles, bouncing harmlessly off
the cannon, but holding off the riot
squad who, again, are driven back,
A loud cheer bursts out as a
molotay explodés —a direct hit—
and the top of the green cannon is
in flames. All taa briefly though,
and it seems even fire bombe arein.
effoctive against such machinery.

What is effective? Barricades
—large ones, Trenches in the street,
huge piles of dirt and rubbish. And
=0 the work begins dnd contnues
all night.

By the time of the néx_‘t attack
hours later, there are hugs bar-
ricades at sither end of the Strasse,
large trenches, tumed over cars,
even, get this, an eponnous tractor
1= commendserad from a local con-
struction site around the corner and
put to good use. driven awhweaardly
it first and then more skillfully by a
maskad anarchist, drivean anel ex-
haustion (man or machine I don't
know) and then too, it becomes a
barricade.

And nove the wait, VWil they at-
tack? Or rather, when? 1 suspect tha
attack will be in the morming, when
the oaps are rested: when they can
ses bartar Weieat, shit listentoibe
ko Thaha.rdcwalmm{olks dao
icades. They do

i usn-l engine can ha beatd be‘hre
seen and sure enough the police are
bachk, B:00 pry, 9:00, wiho Kinows,
MMost taks to the acreeta, 1 1o the roof
ta join G or 6 others with our cadre;
Towatch, up the street, as thecan-
non battles the autonomen! It
circles the block, comes by, blasts
wwater {laced with CF), police in vans
fire cannisters of gas, which spark
as they fly, explode in the ar, and
dance on the ground spewing the
noxious fumes, are chased down
and lobbed back at the cops, muach
like the footage from the sixties
we've seen.

A muni-train s stopped and
disabled. nicely sending off this
particular entrance, Police loud-
speakers feebly mform us that the
Mainzarstrasss sguats ars not be-
ing evicted, they just want to open
the streats.

And later, they attack again, on
the other entrance, and it's our turm,
on the roofs, to lob hundreds of
stones, tiles from the rool, bricks
from chimneys at the rows of cops,
huddled together in a tight graen
formation, overlapping shislds rais-
ad, rocks bursting at their fest, over
their heads, one goes down! Is in-
jured and we yelp! Guys are
shooting bottle rockets, and flaras
from pistols which generally do
overshoot, are hard o control, but
which add to the excitement, the
cops' paranoia, with loud Bangs,
whistles, flaching reds, whites, ang
greens, The police renum fire with
grenades of tear gas usually whis-
thig overhead but may get caught
in the rain gutter just below, en-
shrouding us in the fog. Too much,
@yes burning, lungs and throat

; can't talke it, must go in-
side. Also scared of getting hit by
cannister—can be lethal if taken in
the head, and already a couple have
whizzed by within a couple of feat.
{They are generally slowvw encugh to
dodge. with quick refléxes, as they
apew sparks in fMight.)

must e

I go in, down to the kitchen on
the foor below and it's surreal. I'm
swoaty, masked, eves bumine, bat-
the weary and its quiet, wanm, clear.
Respite, then to the roof again. 3l
the Panzer has not broken through
the first barricade—Manser is ours.

Nowr a few “mollies” are lobbed
from the roof and the hundseds in
the street cheer as the Panzer is sat
on fire, takes a minute for the watar
cannon 1o turn its hoses and
squelch the flames. A Jouder chear
as another maollie, well aimed, sails
end over end into & line of quickiy
flewing cops, but not quick enough
&g the flames dance up the back of s
cop for a split second, but he ap-
pears O,

Now down to the streets to find
Friends, as the cops have given up
on this bamicade and are trving 1w
burst through an alley on top of an
apartment building. They toa are
stoned back, but not without cost,
as they throw rocks too—and maost
of us are not wearing helmets or
padding, other than leather jackets
and maybe pants.

Finally the police leavel A liquor
store had been looted and a fewr
other shops' windows weare brolk:
an.

Exhausted, we raturn to Ll
bistrasse to slesps.

The next morning we feturmn to
let daylight show us what we have
created: Barmcades tough, deep on
3 or 4 blocks, rubble everywhere,
stones Lbtering the streets, dump-
stars owertured, everything grey-
brown, a burnt.-out car on one
straat, uprurned cars on others
blocking the roads. Locals and the
cunoys wander lowiy through
Meinzerstratse, eyaing the
damage, the crestion, Large piles of
‘spant tear-gas gannisters dot the
roads. To me poks like a revolu-

appe; r\s ia the
same snergy, but perhaps the Ger-
mians area bit oexkperienced, cyn.
ical, jadad to fully sharedthat same
spirit. that fealingof creating a new
socisty, the dream of the Impossi-
ble that sparked the studente in
Franca. More fatalisti
time attitude, but still there is a
pride—we'va saved the sguats for
now —no symbolic victory—like
oy ghantyrow, but survival —the
honies of maybe 2-300 people —
and it's cold now, in November,
with winter just begimning. Anc
too, thare is that feeling of being in
a liberated territory — it's ours, no
cops, no state—and the work goos
on, barbed wire barricades baing
built on the roof, planning mestings
for tomorrow's demonstration
ahout the eviction, stc. So, for now
the mood here is: we've won a bat-
tle, a significant battle, but not the
wWar

A few general comments, when
thinking about demos in Germany
vergus the US;

Hare i5 an episcde where
wiolence is effective, has instrumen-
tal vahie. Without rocks, the squats
would have been destroyed
Maoreover, they are fighting for
somathing sustainable, 8 communi-
ty. They live here—thereis no such
talk of cutside agitators. 1400
police, well trained and armed,
wers beaten back by maybe 1000 of
1s. Seldom do wa riot inour homes,
our gommunities. So if we push
back tha cops we will still {prob-
ably) leave eventually. Besides,
we're so fucked up that we'll
destroy ourselves anyway,
lilke in the "85 sit-in. S0 I guess what
I'm trying to say is that militancy is
bast when there's real meaning
belund it, beyond mere anger, like
our Central America rallies, Of
courae if wa were as united and
militant as the Germans, things
would be different.

For here there is no debate over
wiglence, Ralse up a rock and no

Peace Police-man or -woman jumgps
in yer face, stops you from acting.
When only a fow are militant they
can be picked out; when the whole
crowd is, you're safer and stronger.

Control the air— key 1o modem
combat. We did, and It was very
crucial in our victory: The cops
must ook up at us, rather than
diown on the street, 8o They e really
Slomared doven.

The palice here are totally dif-
ferent than ours. They don't go
charging inta the crowd, splitting
us up, They use gas, water, And
they e more patient. If we were as
winlent in damoe in the US wa'd ba
shot. Hmm,

‘The stregts here may have sur-
vived the Allied bombing in WWII,
Bt not the onslaught of anarchiss.
Theere is & nearly inexhaustible sup-
ply of ammo right at hand {or
should I say, {eet?) Major fsctor.

Well. I'm tired, so I'll end hers,
with more to follow later. It's
almost dark, $0 we'll zee what
comes tonight.

O the steets!

Movembar 15, 8:15 pm.

Mood here extrémely tensa.

racresse fell yesterday mom.
ing; and the police are attacking
other gguats now. A lew more
evictad this momineg and now the
copd aré apparently preparing an
assault on Kreotzigerstrasss, the
straet adjacent to Mainzerwith only
a faw lass sguats (7 to Mainzer's
12). From what it s&ems. i Mainzer
vias the heart of East Berlin's scyuat-
ter movement, Ereutziger may be
the hings.

IMuch hae happenend in the last
day and a half, which, time permit-
tingg, Twill relate here, but let's be
chear—what's going on here 1 ke
tha Barringron strigagle, buta thou-
sand times larger, a thousand times
more significant, a thousand thnes
heavier, in battle, in repression.
Cnrer 1000 scpuatters here from Ger-
many mainly, but also Italy, Can-
ada, the US, Japan, Pery, etc. have
taken over old, dilapidated build-
ings and through sheer dedication
and struggls, turned them into
habitable buildings with com-
munal kitchene, cafes, Ubraries,
©c,. et and more—into a real com-
mumnity, a vibrant and colorful com-
munity, where gays and leshians
are out and strang, whers anag-
chists argue politics. plan artions
and su on. And of course, 95% of
thase people have no jobs, making



it even more rensarkalble that these
hulldings were revived from decay
by hook and by crook—poaling
their scrapings together for food,
ior heating coal, and shoplifting
heating soal, and shoplifting
thrives as well,

Now, where [ laft off my last let-
ter, I believe, we had bsaten the
police— driven back the warer can-
nons, Panzer tanks, teargas, riot
squads through barricades and
Bbravado. We retimned home to rest
some, back to Mainzar late the next
avening when word came that ad.
ditional Banzers were doming in
from Hamburg, that more cops
were also arriving from autside of
Berlin, inchuding special foroes, ke
a fewr hundred crack troops from
the border police.

We arrived at Mainzar to find a
VETY SErious pre-war atmosphers,
with groups of masked men and
women, scrambled arcund pur-
pozefully, extending barricades,
piling rochks, scattenng buclkets of
wiaker thioughout the streels as an
antidote to teargas, likswise fire et
tinguishers in the stceets and the
buildings, in case of fire catsed by
an exploding teargas cannester or
an errant molotov, (Theas Wers put
to good use at 1 am when smoke
began pouring fiem the hasemant
of an apartment across the strest
from tha squats, and a fisrce battls

steeply sloped tile awning with a
Si% inch rain qutter that might stop
8 falling body but probably not.
They are very good, hovaver, at
stopping a falling teargas can-
ruster, which allows them to expal
their contents onta the reof from
beyond arm's reach. Several sauat-
ters spent the afternoon building

shoot flares, to sling stones, and are
pratty much driven back by tear gas
canniaters, which are nearly im-
passible to see in fight, now that
dawn has arrived and the sparks
are essentially invisible. Moreowvar,
the cops now ssem 1o have much
batter aim and are able to skim the
gas right over the ledge from the

Finally, T should note that the roofs
were taken by the German special
forces, the SEE, with all kinds of train-
ing, climbing, special wesapons, “anti-
termonist,” etc;, 2-4000 cope in all)
Bo, now we stayed on the stresta
it, but, finally go back in the squat
and up to & large common Toom on
thesecond floor, 50 ar S0, A number

“Here is an episode Where violence is effective, has
instrumental value. Without rocks, the squats would have
been destroyed. Moreover, they are fighting for something
sustainable, a community . . . Clearly thousands of hours
have gone into finding, entering, repairing, planning,

painting, partying, all for the squats.”

Spanish barrcades” — those rolls
of barbed wire strung together by
wiooden stands that you saa for
miles and miles betvesn borders of
hostile countries. The intention is
to keep away the police who we
figure will try to take the roof of a
church wider constuction which
adjoine the Mainzar roofs.
Dowmnatairs for 15 or 20 minues
of fitfnl sleep hefore an airhorn
sounds the alarm from an undetear-

ensusd for maybe an hour as 300
stuattars quickly organized buckat
hrigades to dump hindreds of gal
Ions of water and dirt on the fire).
Surreal acene — walking the
streets, [ pass a small group hud-
dled around the back of a car on
Mainzer, following the directions of
ane of our medics. Assuming theare
was an injfury, [ started over to
assist and found the medic was ac-
tually giving a quick lesson on
molotre assembly. The antonomen
Sanitater {“Sanis"’) afe very radical
a& wall as organized. They wear
white helmets, gas masks, and a
red cross with a power-fist on top,
and their goal is (o keepus Gghting,
=0 as you fles the teargas vau will
find 3 or 4 sanic yelling “'vasser,
vagser' and sguirting water into
peoples eyes. They also have MDs
who get up a small semi-hospital in
one of the sguats where many
rioters were talon, somewith quite
perious injuries, lke the man shot
with 3 teargas cannister in the head
from mavbe 15 vards and who re-
quured at least a dozan stitches,
Well, upstairs groups of friends
haid meetings to discuss thair
plans for the defanse. My group
sphits in 2, half to barricades, the
Tast ta the roof, where a misty dew
leaves the tar a bit slippery, adding
o the danger of falling fo one's
death asthere are no railmgs only a

mined intersection. The streets
come to life as evervone scramblas
to their chosen barricade or bal-
cony, ate., or puls a finishing touch
on a barricade, caps the last

molotov, The police, it seems, are |

attempling to confuss us by play-
ing cat and mouse as they roll by
the cormer barmicacss and back into

. the pre-dawn night. We sit on the

roof, looking out over the still siaep-
ing Berlin, can't ses far into the
haze, wision biurred by autanomen-
style ski-masks drawn together at
the bridge of the nose b safety-
rins, heads warmed by Black, bat-
tle ecarred helmets distributed
garlier, anxious But with a sart of in-
net stillness, few words spoken.
And at last, almost as a relief, the
police begin the artacl. Again the
stakes are high, both for the come
munity (the aquats will not be left
intaet this morming without a wic-
tory} and individually the obvious

- fears of injury and arrest, and of

course the cops are angry —pay-
back time, and clearly bettar
prepared, as we can see by the
ovarwhelming numbers —2 or 3
Panzers, maybe 4 ar 5 water can-
nons, and a small army of riot
=quads at the ready,

A3 the Panzers clear a path to the
Jarge bamicades for a police bull-
dozer, squatters on the 1oof move
forward ta chuck stones, mollics, to

street, and moereover, the weapons
oW SpEwW 2 or 3 cannisters with
each shot, and finally, we are much
easier seen in daytime and make
better targets. A couple guys are hit
painfully in the logs and we are forc-
ed back, made ineffective.

Meanwhile on the streets the
battle is similar to the othar day ex-
cept the police do not pull back,
they use & water cannons at sach of
the 2 mtersactions they attack, and
they now havea tractor that can get
Ehrough the barricades, impossibls
for the Panzers; and awrfully impor-
tant, they can scoop up dirt and fill
the trenches to allow the water can:
nons access 1o Mainzer, The palice
escalation is met by more militanoy
40 the streets as many mare molies
are tossed at the cops: [ saw one go
down in flames, don't know If he
was really bt ar not

Oy the roof things go badly tooas
the policeget inside the Chureh at-
tic and bégin firing tesr gas at us
from amall portals swhich are all but
impoesibly to bulleye with rocks.
We are foreed 1o squat behind +

N WOISens the
police make it oncpa factory roof on-
Iy 25 yardsaway, wwhich has'a 10 or
15 foof helght achvantage over e,
Mollies hold them off abit but we're
doomed, we have no accoss really
ta bombard the strest as we would
be riddlad with gas cannisters, Stll,
we cling to the roof ag long as we
car: understanding that once the
cops get full contral of the roof it's
ower. [eel like an IRA guarrilla fac-
Eng Enghish sharpshooters, as [ dive
Irom cover to cower GX])EC:I].'L!Z] a
piercing blow. Funny how smaller
foars are driven out by greater ones
a8 1 lose all fear of the edge and am
able Lo dive face first onto the hard
roct. In fact | bhruise my ribs but
don't realize it until hours later,
Bizarre fealing to peer over achim-
ey intd the barre]l of a modified
automatic weapon. Tear gas goes
shooting by, bouncing off the roaf,
and ag they reload, Tjump up, goad-
ing, find myself jeering "Fascista!"
arms raised in invitation,

Alas, the tear'gas is overwhelm-
ing, the roof untenable and as the
police advance on the street, we
don't want to be canght onths roof,
or even to be trapped in the squat,
50 we drop down through to the at-
tie, scrambile amto the street whers
it's already essentially over.

Note on roof: Anticipating a hel-
icopter assault, a few balloons weare
filled with helinvm and tied with

!" fishing line to points on the mof, A&

helicopier did Oy over, but was us-

. od only for reconnaissance and in-

timidation.and whether er not they
had intended to storm the roof with
thair assistance, I cas not guess.
Likewise, I cannot say what effect
the balloons played. but [ do
suspect they did fear our Aareins,
and in fact they wore firad at the
chopper, always falling short, Also,
it should be clear that the tear gas,
although effective as a chemical
agent, was mainly used as a projec-
tile, for me a much greater fear and
thetefore a more powerfiul affact,

of people called for going to the
basement whare the squats were
connected, but I didn't go becaimse
my comrades fiom Lubbinstrasse
stayed. Big mistake, as it twms out,
because A L. and some others did
et ot that way. Instasd, everyone
went about madly throwing off hel
mmats, masks—illecral in Germary—
changing clothing, tossing away
jackets, gloves reeking of petrol,
scarves, eic. That deone, we waited
with not 8 smalll amount of fear for
the police to come in, broke bread
anfd chesse. Finally, hear the door
being kicked in downstairg, and a
fow minutes later acop cameinand
Sy B counle Words on a bull hom,
exits to much laughter. 1 nead no
translation. "Good moming, You'te

umder arrest

Folice enter the rgom; I'm scared
as pacpla say they might beat us,
we ara enclosed. they might gas us
{this |5 Germany, re-united and
strong). We begin clapping as farge,
green beings bohind ahields back
ug iitoa comer, and then, toa, they
clap—caba agranst shislds—clack,

deenn

clack, bat o yrit
as we Wait for the nes hour of o
{nabbed at 9:00 am), it's funny the
diffaronee between thess cops and
tha Ameriean breed. These guys
are more jaded? working-tlass? o
not sure how o deseriba it butthey
are pather uninterested in us, let-
ting us continus to eat braad and
cheese, talk, sing, move about. In
fact. 3 or 4 even fallasleap in chabs,
bo theamusement of sveryone elze.
They sorl of try to keep Us aweay
from the windowa, but not real
hard. At one point, a great moment,
Sofmeona, somewhers puts on this
German punkish =ong, “this ks our
house™ (they tell me this is a Fipi
Longstocking song) to which
EVBIYOTE SINgGs along, whisting the
tuna when the music stops and
singing boistercusly again as the
tune iz rewound and played again.
Another great moment when this
Italian Anarchist and [, joldng with
each other in English, wondaring
abent German prison, began chan-
ting T scream, you scream, we all
scream for [te cream' and
averybody, most having heen
“down by law' join along.

Slowly we are, one by ane,
brought into the next room, ssarch-
ed, taken away. Finally 1 am
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brought in, searched by this total
asshole waman who keeps sneer.
ing at ms, telling me [ will see the
military palice, that I won't be leav-
ing Germany for a while. I'm then
taken downstairs into an anarchist
cate/bar which has besn made into
an impromptu holdibng esll, where
I'm greeted with champagne. And
we'Te having guite a lot of fun m
this ream, as the police are leaving
us alona, and one man plays bar-
tender, and we patrons, serving
up Becks all around, on the house,
and finally the cops come through,
heimets on, sticks out, staal our
beer, only half drunk. About this
time the press, which has been
allowad in the streets, prosseg for-
ward 1o the iton grated window,
and wouldn't You know it. the frst
ane there is BBC, so I'm pressed in-
10 service, 1o express the sgquartsrs
views, and I do DK, baing pushad
a lot on how much viclence the”
squatiers were responsible for and
at hrst miniouzing it. saying the
police wers responsible, much
more violent, etc. ste. than realizad,
hey, why dany it; 50 T said, loak,
pecple have a right to protect their
community, their homes, any way
necessary, that it's a crime ta drive
pecple from their homes inwinger,
sic, ete. That barricades and stanes
are used around the world in such
situations, that we're radicals,
young pecple carving out free
space in opposition ta thastate, and
that's why we're attacked s¢
forcefuliy — we're a threat to the
state. Got a rousing chear from the
comrades, made ma [esl good,
especially hecause A, had beanen-
conraging me ko aeek out the
English speaking mediz, The rest of
the time the BBEC kept asking about
how we vwere being treated, which
I answered rather poorly, joking
abowl the hospiality of the State
In any case, so much for German
etbiciency; 8s I vwasa't released until
B:00 am {almogt 24 hours Iater),
Facilitias actually not bad, but

" eoulanty

guards kept ooing back and forth
processing ug, and thein was much
anger and yelling for "assent”
{food): The police throw all your
passessions—shoclaces, balts all
pocket matter. etc, into a basket,
and 50 I had 5300 UB stolen by the
cops, which much piszed off the
head cop, and a raport was filed so0
we'll sea if T can get it back {might
b good work for the US consulate),

The rest of the day has been a
blur, for it's now 2 days with only a
T hiours of scattered sloop almost
for everyons, which has, 1o saythe
least, not halpad the stress leval
arcund here. For me the houss of
the day have no meaning, just
tired/not tired, Hght cut/dark, as I'm
still in. "transition” from US tima.
Also, I'm a bit of a wreck in ap-
poarancs —no bath in a week, one
pair of jeans only, besn washed
onee, but horribly filthy as is my
new red jacket, which took some
paint an the first day in Berlin, lean-
ing ageinet the wrong wall, and is
now all shades of grays, browns,
elo,

As always, the struggle brings
pecple together, focusees 1s, and 1

(Continued on page 12)

PAGE &

w



LA,

1
1

Getting It Together: Building Local Anarchist Collectives

By Crnsroemm Day

seres of articles about anar-

chist organization, In the first
two articles I discussed political
Froblems sunounding the question
of anarchist organization and some
of the practical activities invelved
in building 8 network of anarchist
activists, Tn this article 1 focus on
the crganization of Jocal ansrchiss
political collectives, which T believe
are the necessary foundation for
any more ambitious continental or
mnational revelutionary-anarchist
arganization.

THIS IS THE THIRD IN A

- Lacal Anarehist Political Gollectives

Anarchists crganize themsalbves
all sorts of different ways. A
political collective is one such form
of organization. It is not tha only
form, but Iwould argue that it is a
necessary form if we hope to build a
serious revolutionary anarchist
movement. Thiz articles is informed
mainly by the experiences of the
two collectives 1 have besn active
in, the Revelutionary Anarchist
Bowling League (RABL) and
Autonomous Anarchist Action
(AA48), The experiences of other
groups like Bay Area Anti-Racist
Aetion (BARA), Ecomedia Toronta,
various AYF groups, the Youth
Greans and others would broaden
this discussion and raise different
questions. Thops these experiences
are hrought into the discussion that
this article is intended togenerate, T
certainly don't think that my
limited experience is & sound basis
for any definitive discussion of
these questions.

‘What |s A Political Collective?

An anarchist political collecs
tive is & group of anarchist activists
in a partioular city or tawn wheo
share a desp commetment towoark-
ingg togethar to develop a collective
ravelutionary praxis. A political col-
lective should be committed to
security in the face of what we
know about state reprassion. &
palitical eollective shares a political
amalysis of what is going on in the
world and what can be done about
it. & political collective is comimit.
tad to overcommg the authoritarian
sooial conditioning of its members
through a continual process of
straggle that attempts to grapple
seriously with the complex ways
our peyches, parsonalities, and
political selves have heen socially
cunstTued.

A revolutionary anarchist
political collective aims to bring
together as many serlous anarchist
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activists in a given area as possible
1o cogrdinate their activity and in-
crease the effectiveness of their as-
tions. The political collective is a
lpcal anarchist organization that
meets regularty and discusses the
political situation locally, national-
by, and globally. The palitical collec-
tive attempts to agsess what strug-
gles have the most potential for
revolutionary anarchist participa-
tion.

Ag the anarchist movement
grows it will become possible to
concentrate our an

as part of our own plan of action.
But for now. most of our activity
should focus on struggles that arise
on their own. That means in some
sense cuming into some struggles
from the “outside.” from cutside
the community that is directly in-
velved in the struggle. Some people
object to the practice of looking
around to see what struggles are
most promising as “opporunism,
Opportuniom means cynically tak-
ing advantiage of a struggle for your
own purposes without honestly
supporting the struggle snd
recognizing the agency of its par-
ticipants. The practice of joining a
struggle with no other purpose
than to find “recruits” nesds to be
distinguished from the practice of
=sirategically assessing what strug-
gles are most impaortant, given the
strictly imited rescurces of the col-
lective.

A good exampie of how a collec-
tive goes about jeining a particular
struggle is the recent movement
against the war in the Fersian Gulf,
Last Fall lots of anarchist aroups
began to focus on the war brewing
in the Persian Gulf. Like lots of peo-
ple we were motivated by a sense of
maral cutrage at this war. But we
also had an understanding that this
war, and the movement 1o stop 1t
wonld radicalize a lot of prople and
make them more receptive ta anar-
chist ideas. There are a lot of moral-
Iy sutrageous things happening on
thiz planet: Through a process of
collective discussion, A8A decided
that the war was one thing around
which we could begin to build-the
kind of movement we want to sse.

After choosing its focus, tha col-
lective sets about organizing its
0T participation in the struoghs or
struggles it has chosen: making
sure people go te all the relevant
maetings and events, preparing
lzaflets and other literature analyz-
ing the struggle from an anerchist
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In New York AfA chose as a
main tactic building anarchist con-
tingents to broader anti-war
demanstrations. Some times these
contingents played & major mobe in
setting the tone and direction of
these demonstrations. We attend-
ed some of what we considered to
ba the mores important planning
mestings to fight for the multi
tactical demonstrations that we
=aww a8 most effective in bath bring-
ing new peopleints the strests and
raising the costs of the war. At

analysis of the war and soma of cur
criticisms of what we saw as the
authoritarian features of the move:
[T

Az a particular struggle anfolds
the collective attempts 1o analyze
its 0w practice: Was this the right
strugdle to join? Did we comes on
too hesavy o veare we steamrollersd
by other groups? Have any lasting
ralations with other groups emerg-
ed? How have we contributed to
the overall outcome of the struggls?
Has anyone met peopls who are
sympathatic to our politica? How
did wwe fuck up? What did we do
right?

As the struggle against the war
procesded we continued to debate
whether or not we should be doing
anti-war work at the expense of
everything else. At some
demonstrations we felt that we
hadn't pushed hard enough for
more militant direct action. At
athers we felt we pushed too hard
and possibly alienated potential
allise, Thess assassments informed
our participation in firture events,

Through discussion, the collec-
tive should attempt to draw lessons
from ita experiences that can beap-
plied in other situations. The collec-
tive should also develep an un-
derstanding of the history of
other movements sa that it can
ralate I8 experiences Lo other -
petiences and judge whether the
lessons of a particular struggle have
broader or narrower implications.
Wag this struggle a8 euccess ar
failure because of unique local con-
ditions or does it reflect a more
general developrent it society?

AAA discussed the similarities
ancd differences betveen the war in
the Fersian Gulf and the war
against Vietnam. We organized a
shawing of “The War At Home,” a
film about the movement against
the Vietnam War and discussed
what we saw as the lessons of that

pariod.

At times the collective might
thiow itselfl entirely into a single
struggle. At other times it will
divide its energies amongst many
struggles, Thers is a dynamic rala-
tionship hers batween the in-
dividual and the collective, Every
individual resonates to differant
striggles bacauge of their own per-

sonal emamua and t]:r.e1r

wunderstanding of he
sense that people o
organic connection to a penjr:u.]a:
st gl should join i i

Pa;
wiathin it. At the same time situa-
tions arse m which the eollective
sees & particular struggle as da.
manding the full attention of all or
most af the collective,
Local Conditions

The collective is essentially a
local structure It needs 1o be rooted
salidly in the local conditions, One
of the first tasks of a collective is to
farnilianze itself with the fill range
of local struggles: What are the
main trade unions? What have
been the main struggles around
development? What schools are
most politicized? Who ars the
leaders of the various organiza-
tions? What are their memberships
like? The collective should also
familiarize itself with the main
features of the local area: What is
the population? What is its com-
position in terms of class, age, na-
tionality, sexual identity, religious
and political affihiation and so on?

How does the locel governmeont
actually work? What are the major
industries? What are the major cor-
porats and financial institutions?
How big is the police force? Howe is
it organized? What are the nearest
military installstions? How are all
these things changing? Why? This
seemangly mundane information s
esgential if the collective is to be
able 1o see beyond its own subjec-
tive experience and develop an
analysis that is rootad in the actual
conditions.

Beyond Alfinity

For many anarchists the basic
unit of anarchist organizstion is the

Tinity group. Many affinity grougps
may effectively function as political
collectives. I don't want to get bog-
ged down In & semantic argument
hare, but [ believe there is a msan-
ingful distincticn 1o be mads. ''Af-
finity" is a very broad term, Affinity
groups may be orgamzed around a

group's effinity in the form of cotmn.
mon palitics, buk just as often it is
arganized aroaind the school one at-
tends, the type of work one does, or
aven one's astrological sign.

The Affinity Group was a ces
tion of the Spanish anarchigts. It
has since been populanzed as a
form of organization in the anti.
nuke and antiswar movements in
North America, Certainly lor the
purpases of carrying out strest as-
ticns the Affinity Group has coms
pelling merits, and i=s certainly
praferable to the crawds of well
marshalled and atomized in-
dividuale that make up most
demonstrations. But there are
sorious limitations ta the Affinity
Croup as the single model for anar
Chist organisation,

Building & revelutionary move-
mant raquires more than just affini:
oy, It requires a collective commit-
ment to common politics, Withisuat
such a commitment, the aliinity
fgroup becomes maore & medium
through which 1o express some
points of (too often suparficial)
agreemnent than a means by which
Lo develop the political understand:
ing of the group. o

A political collective Is organkzed
on the basis of common politics, It
isn't necessary that, everybody like
each other, just as long as they are
able to work together on the ac-
tivities of the collective. Where the
affinity group tends to define itself
inaway that is intended o keepits
membership limited to ific
circle of pecple, the palitical eollac
tive consciously seels to reach
beyond its current elrcle to brosden
its support in the community.
Ansifm:ty s a self-lirniting

sure there are special diffioulties
that pgaﬁwt.pﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁ\.ﬁb(haﬂm
erganizations that grow beyond a
certain size. But we need to take
those difficulties head on and
develop authentically anti-
authoritarian structures that can in-
volve Jarge numbers of people if we.
hope to convines people of the
possibility of an anarchist society.
let alone make a revolution 1o bring
it abot .

Thea creation of local organiza-
tions that are able ta grow beyond
the size of the affinity group i= bas-
ed on an understanding that such
SITUCtlres are necessary for direc-
ting our énsrgies most effectively
towards our common ends. It is
also based on an understanding
that not only are mass democratic
structures possible, but that if we
are serious about creating o situa-
tion cf revolutionary dual power we
need to learn how to create and
werk within such stractures now,

A Commitment to Struggle

To say that & political collective is
committed to common politics
should not be interpreted as mean-
ing that those politice are fixed or
menolithic. It is important te the
political life of the collective that
there be bath room for dissent and
anunderstanding that the davelop-
ment of ¢common politics is an
ongoing process-that includes
acknowledging mistakas

What malies it posgible for a col-
lective to have explicit political
pasitions, make reom for dissent,
and be committed to constantly
revising the politics of the group?
These things can only coexist i &
group wiere everybady is honestly
committedto an ongoing process of
political struggle. That means
more than just a commitment o
struggle for the politics of the col-

{Contihued on page 6}
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The New World Order

At Home

A tew bill, HR 4079, co-
sponsared by Represontative Newt
Gingmich and Senator Phil Grarmm,
calls for the declaration of a five year
nEtional statenfemmgn-uq- o pound
up millions of legal dmg usears inin-
ternment camps. Drsg users would
be found using mandatory diug
lesting on almest everbody above
janior high schogl age,

The bill would reopan the
Japanese Internment Camips used
during WW2, change all maximum
Sentences to minimum sentences
and add one year on to the sentance
of anybody maught with drigs inthe
camps, with no right to appeal.
These are st the highlights of this
draconian bill. Don't say you didn™
by

Riots 1
Poll Tax 0

BRITISH Prime Ministar
John Major, bowing to massive
Tesistancs, has decided to repeal the
unpopular Poll Tax instituted by his
Predecessor, Margarat Thatchar.
Under the cuise of increasad local
fiscal accountability, the Poll Tax
lewviad flat rates, per capita, defined
writh #ach area. Thus residents of
rich suburbs with fewr social seg-

vices located m the area could pay
substantially less than residents of
mner-city neighborhoods where
social services were concentrated,

While British activists are con-
sidering the repeal a victory—it
comes after a year of rioting and
other forms of mass resistance to the
tax—Major has announced that the
tax may be replaced with othar
taxes, which while more "fair'" in
ralation to income and wesalth, may
increase the real tax burden on
many pecple. There will be a mora
in-depth article about the Poll Tax
and resistance to it in the May issue
of Love and Rage,

THE New Drlsans Gircle-A
Collective iz currently occupying an
the Tremsa
neighborhood of New Orleans in
the efforts of

. ‘mesghborbocd activists to fight offa

massive gentrification project, The

~ Tremeé neighborhood is one of the

olcdest and most significant cultural
spaces for African Amerticans in

_ North America. Tt is the oldest

neighbortiood of free people of color
in colonized North America—with
free Africans, African Americans
and MNative Americans living here

* since the 1700s. This is Louis Amm-
. Strong's neighbarhood, and the
| lseation of the famaus Congo Square
" — one of the only places in North
, fmerica where free people of coln:

A

ga:hered on 'fres Sundays
dance and drum in tha uadmnnal
wnv* heold an open market. and try
"t keep their cultures alive,

o the: Rause Corporation—the
same people who have developed
countless novw-indistinguishable
watarfronts from Boston's Fanouil
Hall to Flint, Michigan's expensive

3ig Easy Fights Back

downiown development — Wans to
turn Armstrong Park into a paid-
admission amusement park and
turn the area inlo another faceless,
gentrified neighborhood,

‘This is all part of the 2010 Plan, a
sweaping development plan ntend-
ad to coopt and subwest the history
and culture of the Tremeé
neighborhoed. The Treme
Neighborhood [mprovement
Association will be holding their 4th
annual street fair on St. Philllips
Street on April 20th. This fair, which
will include bands, food and
parades, is intended to show the
continuing wibrancy of Tremse. For
maore information, contact:

Infa
Circle-A Collective
1303 Ursulines, Apt. LF
MNew Orleans, LA 70116
tel: (504) 529-1264

ar
Tremeé Nelghberhood Improvement
Association
1319 5t. Philips Street
New Orleans, LA 70116

IMPULSE

IMPULSE is & rowdy zine
that describes (tself as “'a Wisconsin
snarchist journal.” The latest issuais
packad with neat stuff ineluding
thoughts on the Student Environ-
mental Action Coalition, excerpts
trom George Jackson's Soledad
Hrother, an article on the ecological
consequences of US colonialism in
Puerto Rico, & discusgion of “Jesse
James, working class hero'’ and
much more. $2 and a stamp will get
you 8 copy from;

Impulse
cio Jon George
Route 1
Red Wing, MN 55066

Mmmrow
More
Than Ever

THE first issue of Combat,
themnewslettar of the Animal [ibera-
tion Front Support: Group [Canada)
is owr available. Tt includes ac-
counts of ALF actions around the
warld with & lomig st of astions from
Edrnonton. For & copy write to:

ALFSG
Box 42, 10024 82 Ave,
Edmonton, Alberta
TBE 123 Canada

Youth Liberation

Gathering

THE Youth Liberation
Gathering being held in Ottaws,
Canada on August 9 12, 1991 is an
anarchistianti-authoritarian gather-
ing, forusing onyouth iberation fan
msug long ignored). You do not have
ta be a youth to sttend the gather-
iy, as most of the issues that wil be
addregsed affect us all. However,
thiare will b some “youth only"
workshops (if that 18 desired by
these holding the workshop). Those
whn want to do workshops are sn.
couraged todoso, Frea space will be
available for spontanecus waork-
shﬁpﬁf Spme edeas for worksho

atry;
T-ghirt, makmg- Eco‘rﬂmlc Baricdage
of yauth; Skool; vegan cooking;

" Other than workshops there will
alsa be films, a picnic, a gig, and

other events, There will be a Wal-
comes Party on Friday night.
Laodging ard faod are being work-
ed on. Please bring a slesping bag.
For those of you with tents. bnng
them up. It will greatly sass the lod-
ging problem. Thers will be areas 1o
camp. Childcare i baing organized.
The orgenizers ame loolang for in-
piit. Contact them if you need lodg-
Ing or have epecial needs (allargics,
etc. ), if you can velunteer for
childeare, If you can belp with trans.
lating (english-french, french-
spanish, spanish-englizh) please

e R

AYF Ottaws
P.O. Box 4402, Stn, E
Ottawa, Ontario
CANADA K15 584
tel.: Uri: (612) 2339251
Alex: (G13) 739-3686

Breaking the Glass of
‘the Ruling Class

STUDENTS stormed the of-
fice of New ¥ork State Governor
Mario Cucma, averturning furni-
ture, smashing wrash cana. and shat-
tering a pair of tall glass doors, ina
demanstraticn against state hudget
euts that will force many poor and
working class students out of
school. Atleast 20,000 peopls, maim-
Iy Adtican Americans, dermonstrated
in Albary, the capital of New York,
against swesping budget cuts. The

* demonstration was called by the

Black and Puerto Rican Legislative
Caleus.

The cuts i education, health care
and other sernces will mean a $500
Per year tuition increase for students
in ther public college system, Chant-
ing “'Tax the Hich!" a few hundrec
students marched from the main ral-
Iy into the governor's office and de-
manded to see him, When he re-
fused to mest with them, they tore
the place up.

of: __$10
Marme

$20 850

Twe Dt anercniats irack the secret palice In dijmagen, befors sxpaging 1he entine s i

Cover yourself with a subscription to Love and Rage. Indicats
your preferance and gend your check or money order to:

Love and Rage

Box 3, Prince St. Station,

New York, NY 10012 USA
57 for a third class subscription (slow mail).
%12 for a first class subscription (fast, in an envelope). 1

%12 for an international subscription

— GI? PWA? Prisoner? Check here for a free subscription,
— I would like to support Love and Rage with a monthiy pledge
L R - - Other

amamailet. (e Love and Rage March 1931)
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Cops
Cross
donut line

WE continue to recaive
reports of widespread resistance 1o
the war that were suppressed by the
capitalist media. & four-page ac-
count of actions in Austin, Texas ic
typical of the number and diversity
of actions that occwred in towns
and cities from coast to coast,

The day the war stanted, demen
strators occupied the capitol. The
next dey they taok a major intersec-
tion and one protestor placed a line
of doughnute on the ground be-
tween the police and the sceupation
“possibly to creats 8 Barrer fnsur-
mountable for even the maost
stalwars of copa." It didn't work

On February 2, Youth Against
Wilitaris mfAnti-Militarist Actnon
held an anti-media demonstration
where they smashed a TV set. For
the full repert contact:

Austin Resistance Report
P.O. Box 7962
Ausiin TX, TAT13.7962

The following groups sup-
porl Love and Rage. If you lika
what you 2ee in Love and
Rage and would like to find
out more about revolutionary
anarchism contact the group
closest to you.

P.0.Box 6022
Chicago, IL 60680

Revolutionary Anarchist
Bowling League
P.0.Box 10854
Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854

Love and Rage
Supporters in Atlanta
P.O.Box 2234
Decatur GA 30031.2234

Collactive Action
P.0.Box 44563
Detroit MI 48244

Circle A Collective
P.D.Box 29085
Mew Orleans, LA 70189

Bay Area Anti-Racist Action
P.0.Box 3501
Oakland, CA 94609

The Alternative
UT P.0.Box 16158
UT Station
Knoxville, TN 37996-4500

Auvtonomous
Anarchist Action
P.D.Box 3
Prince Street Station
Mew York, NY 100012

Autonome Forum
P.C.Box 366
Williamstown, MA 01267

Art Decco
P.0.Box 12504
Raleigh, NC 27805

Amor y Rabia
P.O.Box 45-2001
Miami, FL 33245

CANADA

Quiaouais Ouirage
P.0.Box 4051, Station E
Ottawa, ONT, K1F 581

Ecomedia Toronto
P.0.Box 915, Station F
Toronio, ONT, MAY 2NB

L
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({Contnued from page 4)

an inch o breathe. He ordered his
troops to defend a position he knewr
he would eventuslly have to con-
cade, and thereby sacrificed
thousands of their lives to the 1S
assault on Euwsit. Who can blame
them for surrendering? Who can
refuse to support their revolts
against him now that they are
under way?

Kurds Get Their Way?

At this writing rag s ina stata of
eivil wear, Kurdlish resistance fight-
ers claim to have control of 96%
of Iragi Kurdistan, and Shiite rebels
i Southern Irag have captured
many small cities while fighting
continues in Baghded. The TS iz
Interpreting the ceasefe as allowing
it to prohibit Hussein's forcas from
using aircraft against those insur-
gencies, and has shot down Huss.
ein's jets operating in Kurdish areas.

The 13 is most likely playing a
game of wait-and-ses with the n-
surgencies in Itagq —not giving
them open support but ueing its
stranglehold on Baghdad to give
them a bttle ronm. The US does net
have & clear interest in the tiumph
of sither of thess Insurgencied. An
Iglamic fondamentalist revolation
in Southern Irag would only en-
courage fundamentalist foreas in
the rest of the Arab world who are
already challenging regimes that
aligned with the U3, such as Egypt.
A Eurdish victory waould encourage
¥urdish resistance in Iran, and
muora problematically for the US, in
Turkey as well, The “Balkaniza-
tion" of Irag would tip the regional
balance of power in favor of Iran
and Syria This is not desirable from
the wewpoint of US imperialism.

What the TS is probably hoping for
iz that a section-of the Iraqi ruling
elite will decide to deposs Hussein
ity order to ensure the territorial umni-
ty of Irag.

What then should be the views of
ravalitionaries in Worth Americato
the insurgencies? On the ene hand
if Iraq 18 divided as an indirect
tesult of the US war, it will anly
strengihen the appearance of US
omuipotence {even if the US at-
tempted to prevent it behind the
curtaings), Around the world, coun-
triea will not stand up to the US for
frar of being utterly destroyed. On
the other hand, these insurgencies
argreoted m the real and legitimate
demands of oppresaed people for
self determination. Our position
should be clear; Kurdish and Shiite
seif-determination will break dowm
divisions between the people of the
Middie East oreated by the artificial
colomial boundaries of states hke
Irag and is a small step towsrds an
eventual confederation of autoho:
mous peopiles in the region.

No War But The Class War?

This war should compel us all to
develan a much more authentically
anti-authoritarian antidm perialism.
The dead end of supporting
despots ike Hussein should be ob-
vious. Bul the formula that is of-
ferad as an alternative—interna-
tional working class unily against
both sides—is crude and simplistic.
It is important to expose the class
nature of Hussein's regime and re-
rect the idea that the interests of
“the Iragi peopie’ are monoclithic,
But it is just as important to
challenge the myth of an undivided
international working class with a
clear set of common interests.

There are huge differences be.

tween the standards of living
availahles to workears m the US and
warkers in Irag. Mational oppras-
sion is real. The international
=ystem that keens the average Irai
in a stateof desperate poverty is the
same system that floods the US
writh cheap petroleum-based con-
sumey goods. Whils baoth workers
have a commen irterest in eading
thenr aown capitalist exploitation,
the IS worker has a contradictory
intersst in the continued exploita-
tion of the kagql worker that sup.
ports his or her position of telative
privilege. As long as intemational
capital remains intact, or as long as
the 115 worker remains aligned
with the US empire, the Iragi
wworkar has B short-term common
nterest with the Tragl miling class
in strengthening Iragi national
capitalat the expence of US capital,

Many anarchists have embraced
& 'class analysis™ of the interna.
tional situation that amounts to
class reductionism, that 15 to say
reducing a complex set of social
relations to their class component
and ignoring the astonomous
character of other lines of struggle
The traditional anarchist contempt
for the manipulation of national
identities by nationalist leaders has
blinded many o the hierarchical
and authoritarian relations be-
twwean nations. An authentic and
revolutionary anarchism needs to
opposa the domination of wesk na-
tions by strong nations and see the
figgt for national seli-determination
a8 an authentic component in tha
overall fight against all forma of
domination,

Historically, anti-colonialists
lonking for a revohitionary and in-
ternationalist analysis that
recognizes their legitimate

==Fan .

grigvancas have turned to some
form of Mardsm. [t is gur respoqn-
sibility, then, to make anarchism
relevant o those who are standing
up ta US imperiallsm. This does net
mean compromising our anti-
statism or abandoning oy critical
understanding of how nationalism
becomes an obstacle to human
hiberation. It does mean gaing
beyond anarow "elass analysiz™ of
international relations,

Ultimately, of course, there is a
common interest between the
workers of both countries, But in
temnational solidarity is not built by
sheuting '"No War But The Class
War" while working class US pilots
rminnapalm dewn enworking class
Iragis, Tt is built concretely by
building a movament hers that can
S0 the war there, that recognizes
the right of the Iragi people to self-
determination, free from US asyial
bombardment. i wa don't make
that our prority, cur intermational-
igm iz a fraud.

‘Whalt Next?

There will be more wars. The TS
willnot absrays be able to chooee ite
wars as carefully asitchosea this last
one. Around the world, in El Sal.
vador, Korea, Palestine, and the
Philippines, US supported regimes
face old insurgencies. And new in-
surgencies will break out. Suppor-
ting the US will carmy heavy costs
for a number of Arab regimes. A
succassiul uprising in any of the
Arab countries currently aligned
with the US will transform the U3
victory into an objective defeat. In
this respect, the war may really not
be aver.

Thea S lsft was unable to res.
pond quickly to the Gulf crisis last
August because there had been ao

little preparatory political educa-
tien and crganizing around the
situation in that region. The Middle
East will continus tobe amajor area
of conflict, We need to give it mora
atvention than we did during the
"B0s. We need to familiarize
ourselvas with the conditions in
every country —Who ks i power?
What are the main oppasition
forces? How closely is the country
aligned with other powers?

We need to huild a movement
against any continted US military
presenceinthe region. Thiswill not
e cosy wiork. We will not be able 1o
pull cut thousands of people into
the atreets now that the war is over.
Hut it is worlt we hewe to o nones-
theless. We nead to challenge the
dehumenizng portrasdl of Arabs in
ths culture and make the lives and
stouggles of people in the Middie
East real to people it North
America

Ultlmately, we need to build a
movement here that understands
that US impenalism needs to ba
defeated wherever it rajses its
head, that is able to respond clearhy
and coherently to complex situa-
tions like that surrounding the re-
cent war. We need to build a move-
ment that goes bayond slogans and
is committed to & tharough
understanding of international
politics,

Tmperialism is a monsterthatwill
rige and rige again untl it = com-
pletaly destroved, Domestic op-
Baosition 1o war can place certain
constraints on the war machine.
but it can net bring an end tovwar. A
world without war will only be
possible when we complaia the
revolutionary overthirow of thosa
social systems that make war in-
evitable

(Cantinusd from page 9)

do fesl closer to these folks, and
they to me, giving each other big
hugs after release,

Still, like I said, there is enonmous

u)uety hepe about the & ng.
rgcaifna ‘a5 to how ﬁxtbe\;ﬁ%wﬂl
0. and fear too about the 3 squats
left in West Berlin, since it turns out.
police weare seen inside Lubin-
strasse the morning of the riot
when no one was there. As this
£quat is a year old and considered
Pretty secure and has a very central
role in the whole squatter move-
ment, and probably the central role
here in Kreuzberg, there is some
concern: I too am worried on a wary
personal level, for when evicted
nothing is returned, which means I
lose my back pack. sleeping bag,
exira clothing, etc, and I've already
had my camera stolen while I was
at Mainzer or in jail {yes). And it's
iromic; 1 lost K°s cemera (or should
say it was stolen) at the Barrington
tiot, and and each camera had & full
role of film in it —that’s 72 photosg

gane, alas. Talso ad my swiss amy
knife taken by the cops.

It's interesting though. After
heavy action, my material things
soem really less important. It's dif-
ficult to explain, but this kind of

. v
putting a ski-mask and a goofy-
locking street fighting helmet
should have had me cracking up,
but, no, it was just the right thing to
do. It's like those guys finng flares,
glingshots, molotovs—it's real
work, hard work, and 1t was nec.
essary: appropriate, pecple's lives
weraiare at stele, and I suppose I'm
glad to be hers to struggle with
them,

How this translates into the rest
of my life is unknown, and not
worth speculsting,

Orwer 350 were ammested, taken to
many jails throughout the city (wea
wrare driven for over half an hour to
the far southwest of Berlin) and
some, it has been saild, were
beaten, shoved, etc, While we wers
being held in the squat one cop said

“This is like the Santiago Stadium
i Chile, 1973, " (Referring to the tor-
ture and executions of hundreds of
Chileans ) Some jpoke! Wa found it
pretiy hard to laugh at that.

That n!ghtthemwasa demo and

march -
attended, and after some rock
throwing and whatewer, 100 more
were anested, bringing o a total of
450, And we're talking here largely
about “'black bloc” anarchist/anti-
imperialist, committed racicals. In
my jail cell there was an American,
an Italian, and a Japanese. Berlin
has itz draw right now, as Mike E.
can tell you. Come on out.

Right now, most of the house is
at a big meeting to decide the
course of defense, of action. So
there i surely more news to come.
Much more.

Upon discussion with one Ger-
man, I have to make something
crystal clear, the squatterfanarchist
scene here is about antonomy, com-
munity, vitality, and not organized

arcund violance: street fighting and
g0 on. Clearly, thousands of hours
of work have gone mtc:» f!ndl.ng
entering, repairing, cleaning, plan‘
nirg, raising . dealing with

MOney
Dureaucrats, petty cificials, paint-

5
spent planning fevolotion. Don't
get mewrong; these people are rey-
oluticnaries and most probably
support acrned revolution, but this
is not what occupies their daily
lives, per se. 1 have been here
maybe a8 week, and a complete
fluke has placed me into this strig-
gle. Acticn of this kind is seen only
once every faw years here in Ger-
mamy.

For those of you who've visited
Ereuzberg, this explanation is un-
necessary. For those of you who
haven't, or who don't know me real
well, pleass understand that I write
extensively about the barmricades
because we do go ta the barricades
in the States, we share this exper-
isnce, and we can lsam from this

struggle, can sypathize with the sit-

uation, and yes it is exciting. Buk we
also unde at.aud that this is &

exposed to brotality of all so; i
I've romanticized any of this I apal,

a cx:mte
ui sha.nng, maaybe Tor a short thme,
but of sharing this community
lifestyle wihich is being put down
with brutality. T do not like to see
peopld hurt, but when you eal to
destroy the people who've housed
me, fed me, taken care of me, peo-
ple who are honeet, dedicated,
human beings, then I will feel a
surge when you are Iving on the
ground, {lames Heking at your
body, with more molotows on the
way.

Well, I'm really exhausted, ex-
isting in a haze, and ['m sure the
first paragragh is pretty dispintad,
unclear, but T hope you get what T
nedn.

This iz our house.
Ich bin ain Berliner,
Jarermy
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conferencia Anarquista en Mexico

Este carta fus recibido de uno de
los miemibros el gripo plantficado-
ra del conferancia anarguista en Me-
oo fal dia 28 de inero, 1991) i dirigr-
ro a Tet, o “"Bound Together' colec-
tve ¥ todos oo anarquistas Norte
Americanag: interesado en la confe-
rencia y el progreso del movimiento
an Mexico,

L0rhubole? Les envio saludos
fratemales y noticias rescas, Reqi-
bimos su carta de 4 de diciembre
de 1980, Tardo como 16 diss en
legar, y ya habia enviado mi cara,
Tenemos algunas dudas:

¢Bolo han enviado una carta?
(La del 4 de diciembra,)

LEnwviaron alguna carta con Enri-
que? (Bl no trajo nada.)

sTienen problemas con Luis 57

¢Frovocs problemas I8 carta que
envié en diciembre?

Acd en gl D.F, recibimos la visi-
ta de 2 comparieros de la reviata
Smut, Erik y Diake, y chaservemos
falta de informacion, ;Tienen rel-
cidn con elloe? (Fue agradabls pla-
ticar con ellos.}

Por otra parte, aca los proble-
mee ¥ peleas han gido menos v pe-
guefias. Lentamente la conviven-
i es mejor, pero las ideas ¥ posi-
ciones no cambian, Sin embarega,
weo posibilidades para que ia "es-
cena’ mejore.

El intento organizativo que cred
la “red libertaria” ha cambiado
muche, Encontramos muy dificil
poder conjugar los ntmes, dindmi.
cas v estile do trabaje de cada co.
Jeative. La situscidn estovo asis o

TW-Naza— grupo que &l trabagar
BN nEza ool grupos de colonos ar-
ganizades en la UPHEZ (Unisn Po-
pular Revolucmonaria Emilian Za-
pata) sofre una divisidn, Una seo-
©ion carnga con el ttabajo ¥ No biena
Hempo pars sair de Nezaa las ac-
nvidades de la ted lbertaria, La
o seccidn lmada "Rabia Anti-
social” adita un fanzine ¥ realiza
preyecoidnes con videss punks.
Amiste 3 lag reuniones ¥ presenta
un documento de proepuestas. Una
preocupacion fuerte de ellos es
evitar que e "institucionalize® la
red, ¥ cuando piensan gue esto
pasa, Se retiran. La otra seccitin ge
INCITPOME, PETD CON MUY DOCo
tiempo de participacitn.

5in Leyes — grupo anarcopunk-
feminsta. Ellas hacen muchas cri-
ticas al machisma y autoritarismo

Mrﬂ-ummmw»
mtentn f

de diferentes companaros de la
red. Dandose pequefias peleas en
las reuniones. S desaniman
DIOQTESIVAMents v oreen que stio
cambios radicales en las rela-
ciones parsonales podrian cambiar
la red.

CCRFP — colectivo punk, que
apoya trabajo de solidaridad con el
movimiento obrero de "Tormel” ¥
marchas de protesta en el DF.

Sus representantes en la red se ra.
dicalizan y quieran mas acciones v
se sientén mas anarcos. Los de-
mas 58 empiazan a desligar de la
red ¥ 5& sienten mas punks,

El Movimianto Anargquista-
Libertario — grupo muy &ctiva con
Varias propusestas, En la solidan-
dad con el movimiento obrero ob-
servan la falta de entusizemo y
participacian de personas de la
red ¥ ge desaniman, decidiends
dejar la red. Critican la falta de
compromiso de la gente y hay un
sentimiento de frustracidn. Deci-
den seguir trabajando autonomos.

Motin— al principio hay entu-
Blasmo v congenso en la participa-
cion. Despues se dan 3 posiciones
en el colective: Una, critica la red
oG gripa ortedors e instita-
clonal Otra postura es: estan mal,
pero hay que trabajar juntos. ¥
otra dice: =i, nosoiros vemos fallasg,
pero necesitamos proponer aolu-
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Amor y Rabie os anicepitel|oi.

85 COIND paThe DRCRsATIE mwmmm
‘clonaria, :

Amor y Rabis aa revoducionare.
Apgynrhca ol dormocimisnto ds tods forma da rals:
cones inn v o cldn de

dad basada en la cooperacian, en la sobdanitad ¥ o

los madios de produceitn.

hur,mnmmhﬂ
una sodis: ch mts b

os todos los esfuarsos por demrooar toda for-
e de dominio des clane ¥ pedar estatal, Apoyeamos s
huslgan y orran formas dé fucha obrena por el contralde

ciones y trabajar AU mas para Te-
sahrer la situnarcisn,

Con la salida dal mal =2 dejan de
hacer reuniones formales v & nivel
personal se realizan varias refle-
#iones: hay una sensacidn general
de fracaso. No se comprende qué
past ¥ por fque. Algunas personas
de diferentes colectivos quisren
continuar con la red, pero no hay
seguridad en que hacer ¥ como.

Despues el Movimients
Anargquista-Libertario (MAL) pro-
puso la srgamzacion de un foro
preparatario pars organizar 1a con-
farencia anarquista, en la prepara-
toria popular de cd. azteca, el 26
de enero de 1981,

El foro se inicid a las 11:00 de la
Manana con una asistencia de 20
personas, Nolamos gue sdlo habia
2 personas de mas de 40 afios, un
grupo de 26-30 afios v otyo de 17-
20 afios. Considero que ahi esta-
bamos presentes 3 “genera-
ciones'” differentes de anarcos.

Se presentaron 3 ponencias al
foro (estoy buscando copiae de es-
Las para enviarselas ) Al principlo
hube discusiones por el uso del
fondo que epviaren (1500 dolares,)
Se acordd que se:

1} Hicieran 2 cartas, una cobecti-
va por el foro v otra Vo, o s8a esta
caria, para preguniarles (Ous ha-
camos con el fondo de $15007 ;Lo

podriamos Usar para un encuentra
anarquista nacional, o devolve-
oS 3 ustedes o Proponer. oiia oo-
sa?

2) Tambien sa discutid mucho si
habia condiciones para hacer un
encusntro intemacional o no, Se
acordd que no.

2} 5e acordd hacer un encueniro
smarquista nacional en los dias 14,
15 ¥ 16 de septiembre. Esta por
cornfrmarse donde.

4) En éste encusntro se pro-
pondra hacer &l encuentro interna-
cional, ¥ les enviarmos toda la in-
formacidn.

En s asambiea (primera general
desde, abril de 1990) se leyd su
carta y tambien la contestacion
que ervio Mestre. La canta que en-
vie ¥o en diciembre a hice sin co-
ma. gPodrian mandarme una co-
pia? Gracias, Tambien ge acordo
hacer un segqunda foro el 23 de
febrero, 1991,

El trabajo del foro fud mas cor-
dial y se trabaio en aspectos orga-
nizativos, Ahora se ven posibilida-
des mas concretas de obtener re-
sultades,

Fraternalmente
Eraulio Alfara
Regeneracion-Motin
Aprdo, Postal #9090,
Mexica 1, DUF.

Conferancia Anarquista

#n Toranty, 1988
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Amory Habw Doy Com
NEra ¥ eRerdgin para qus
darl. Las dack-
1Es ¥-1a polilica gEneTas e
determuinan cuands todos los simpatis
FRIHE S0 IUTON. NOHMAnte wiy e tfusen-
ta. Las decisiones interinas, manas im-
Fortansas (o acus rdo i b decmm ones de
la sonferenoa), las toma congsjo edits.
tial, mtsgrade por personas de diffeten-
55 TOQIONeS, QUe e reunen wanas YEces
&1 456y ¥ 53 COMUIICEN POC LElSfans ¥ por
carrea. Las decigionss eotidianas (de
Acugrdo con las decigicnas de o confe-
rancisy del consejo editoraly, las nees ol
grupd e produccice: editorial que meside
en Maws ¥ ark, donse s pubiica el pariddi-
o0, En slgunas ciudades v regiones, los
simpatizantes de Amory Rakiz se han or
ginizico para cooparar enelapeyoal pee
riddicoa nivel lncal wakninas veses parti-
gt ol red o trovds da SU graps oe
lective. Otres simpatizantes militan so
los.

La mayoria da lop colaboradores de
Amoy ¥ Relta estin actnms 60 ashasrecs
por cambiar o mundo, sdemds de publi-
car Amory Rabis Los simpatzantes es-
i invthicrados an un amplio Eego do
s Jocsales, e'nmmupucdnpubhm
mionas,
Frcificos ¥ o cganisaciones quemilitan
racional ¢ intemecionairens ¥ muchas
weces sarriben soboe sus actividades en
A ¥ Rabia.

La rod de-apoys de Amor  Fabis noss
un ciroeln camads de amuns. w6l estis
conforme a comprometar i Lismpn,
anengin o dinere en nwestro esfusres co-
min, puedes eerverlirte o0 parte de
el y particlpar ampliamsnie en el proce.
&5 de tomar bes decisiones. Piidele mis
imformaciin a la que ta vendid a
te chsequid tu copia de| periddico. o
Bacribe &

Amer 1 Hakoa
Box 3. Prince Straet Station
Hew York, MY 10012
bel. (233 8207906
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Chris. Brookiyn NY —-.‘___L
Christophar Day, Mow Yark NY

Darrell Ewuﬂ.chlmgu I

James, Knoxulllg T,

Jassice, Mew York WY

Jimmy, Mow Orleans LA
Johnnie. Atlanta GA

Hata Coritwen, Mins 5 MN
Hieran Fraziar, Minneapalis MN
Laurie, Chicago IL

Miteh, San Franciseo CA

Mik K., Chicago IL

Hissa, Berkeley CA

Racheal, Madison 'Wi

Roni, Detrait Wi

Sunshine Smith, Berkeley GA

Grupo de Produccien:

Wayne, Wendy, Rachef, Mike. Matt,
Lisa, Leah, Kelly, Jegsica, Jane,
Qweandolyn, Gens, Enlca, Eric, Dave,
Christopher, Chris, Chris, Boh, Bill.

Traducciones por:

Quslave, Gene, Lan, Alvaro,
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pem e, O Basaon
E CONTINGENCIA ANAE-

quista - a la marcha sobre
Washington DC era una
QCRMencla impotante para el politi-
aa dal oposicidn de que debemos
apprendsr. Ia contingencis expra-
s6una tendenciamilitants enel mo-
wirmento: anti-guerra dispuesto a
arresgarse ¥ subir la costa social de
continuar la guera, Tambien inyec:
teé hutmor ireverante v asponta-
neidad dantro de una marcha gqus
otramente da dejo estupefacto.
Cualguiberma que participd sabe, sin
embaido, que la contingencia anar-
L5 Tenin 81 porcion de proble:
mas.
Un_ conecide reciente de
Washingtan LG obeervaba e I2

" buroctacts immensn de la capitol
o, DEne sl efocio deamorigusra gens
e o

congrega-
do Mo eran mmune a ésta hipnosis,
cuAndo desfoss de que paracia hio-
ra% de esperar cadd & un arrastra-
misnto cohgestionadn ¥ desorgani-
Zadopor 58 calles. Al momento que
sstuvimos en las callos e tuso cla-
IG que Gasi todo la gente no han tee
nidn el tipo de experiencas que lo
ayiada ver la necesidad para formar
una columna.

Fal coma ers, cantamcs alounos
cantas divertido, y en general lo pa-
samos biem, dando un poco de vida
al manifestacién. Disfrutamos de
ur ataque dramatico ¥ entretenido
contra £ Ministerio de Hacienda,
Tumbarmos una cerca en frents del
edificio del FBI y tenimos un accién
de rompirniento con la marcha rels.
tivamente axitoso contra al Bance
Mundial Todo esta fue importante
¥ satisfactorio. Pero si nosotros ha-
mos sido mejor organizados hamas
podido hacer muchisime mas. Aun-
e tuestio conocimiento sobre s
Ectico de l= Columna Negra no es-
taba muy alto al empezar la marcha,
loee ocenrio durante del accidn de

COLUMNA NEGRA FASTIDIA
EL BANCO MUNDIAL

rompimisnto nos ensefiado lac-
cidmes valinsos.

Columna Negra

La lamads a formar una “Colam-
na Negra” fue acompofiado con la
lamada de una contingencia anar-
guista. Pero a llamar que gcourio
una Columna MNegra — excepto en
algunos mormentos cruciales —serd
& recdycir nosotros @ wia parodia
mare del Autonome de Europa
Central, de donde la tactica emer.
e A lo karge de la marcha pareos-
mog incapaz da hacer las cosas basi-
CO8 nétessano pars marchar en una
columma: andar en filas, ligar brazos
¥ juntarnes cermaments, oo, Poste:
‘Ylermente los gue venian a la con

i "
Juna gstruciure de une Columna
Negra. podia fomentar accidn mas
confltontacional no sentiton condi-
dente para conscguirlo. Sibubimos
sido meor ergan:zado, por eEmple,
grupes de afimndad hubisron senti-
domas habilitade a romper del gra-
P2 ¥ exprasar su rabia con la con-
fianza de un retorno a una columna
SEQULrY,

En marcha en una columna limite
la capacidad de la policia a hacer
arrestos, tamhien envia un mensaje
a la clasd de reglas que un seccidn
del movimiento esta hien organiza-
doy puede tomar el offensivo, Bs un
tactico que delbemos tomar mas se-
riaments para manifestaciones en
al futuro.

En el desarolio de un movimisnto
para pelear similar al autonome
ocomemos peligro de un apropiacion
simplistivo de forma (fopa negra,
mascaras de esguiar, cascos, ate)
Sin un conocimiento del contento,
Aungus g8l movimisnto antonamd
exisie en cierto modo por Europa
Central, es el movimiento Aleman,
Su mayor parte en Berlin, de que

oyimos mas. Bl sutonome Aleman
tiaduce aspetamente a log que son
partidos de autonomos. Autonamia
delos partidos Democraticos So-
clales v Communistas era parts del
movimients identidad inicial

El primer époea importante para
el autonome oeeurio 'en 1981 an
Berlin del Oeste cuando hasta 160
edificios estaban occupados por
''sgquatters.' Bstos edificios o
“sguats' ¥ lotes vacantes figron
transformaron & espacios para vivir,
cales, centoos de informacisn, v
jardines, conatituyendo puntas de
oposicidn al estado, capital ¥
patriarguia. Esie nascients da “po-
der dual” es el base para el autono-
me, enver de menifestaciones dela
calle splamente. Accidnes da la
calle ocuran para protestar &l conti-
nue pillaje por los paises avanzados
capitalistaz de los paises pobres dal
hemislero dalsur, porajemplo, pero
tambion para proteger “spacios
libres" del autonome de los atta-
ques del estadao,

El autanome cracié fuera de con-
diciones sociales v politicos specifi-
cos en Alemania Deste contra un
Iapresion estatal llemado “"crimina-
lizaoidn” desde el medio a los ulti-
mos afos de 1970s. Han desarolia-
1on una forma de politica revalu-
clonaria qus funciona entre el izoka.
do, contraproducents, extremo det
Fraccidn Ejercito Rojpo v la estrate-
gia parlimentario limitado de Los
Verdes,

Aungue el autondinme 5on Un ing-
piracidn tremendes, necesitAmos
desarallar un movimiEnio apro-
pladas nuestro contexto, By voo do
simplements imitando (maganes
romanticos de persona

‘relasiones entre la politica de opos-

cion dala calle y &l proyecto mucho
mas grande de revclucion social.
Manifestacionss militantes an la
calle solamente No var & crear un
socigdad hbre, Tgualmente impor-
tante == educacion, confrontando
formas varios de dominacién [por
gemplo Sexismo, homofobia, ¥ ra-
cismo), el revivificacidn de un esfa-
1o publice para delate abierto de
ideas, la creacion de estructuras de-
macraticos ¥ contra-anstituciones,
una estrategia largo plazo, v un vi-
sitn de un futuro libre, democratico
directamenta, ¥ ecological,

Lecciones Aprandido

Falta de participacidn en sl
reunidn parar hacer decisidnes an-
tes de la marcha era unc de los
Problemas inicial de la contingen-
cia. Fn elfuturm un reunidn v sesion
informal para socializar debe der or-
ganizado v bien publicado a partici-
pantes, El bajo concurrencia en al
reunidn por parte debldo a commu-
nicacionse malas sobre Ia coloca-
cdn y plan de el reunion

Problemas fue componeron des-
pues da esie error inicial, Muchos
que participaron ng s gnteraron
TS LN conjunto tactico y plan para
roqniper con la marcha yva estaba de-
cidio, sungue otros — casi todos
hombres vocakes—exhibireron hos-
tilidad descubiorto 8 log dos muje-
res haclendo decisidns tacticos. Sin
una estructura formal en su sitio,
los mas vocales normalmente ter-
minan "tomando la delantera” al
resto. Para evitar esto es importan-
te gque el grupo autoriza indivi-
duales a hacer decisiones tacticos,
alll misma v mpids, n conjunts
tactico es responsable a las perso-
nas que les aatorkzan.

Communicacidn durante la
marcha es tarnbien muy importan-
te, Corredores pusden ser utilizs-
dos para sclicitar opifiiones sobre el
Praxima accdn, hego volver a dar
la informacion al conjunto tactico,
En un ciudad no conocido a 13 ma-

yoridad de Ios participantes, anti-
autoritarics locales debon tambien
provesr mapas v por o mencs una
persona local que conoca el dred a el
annfinto tactico,

Conflicto eptre el conjunts tacti-
“o Y los queapoyan una perspectiva
anti-aryanizacion simplistico v log
ue bénian otree ideas para romper
o el grupo—sin decir nada da Ins
que estaban [rustacizdo v confuss
—diar razou| para parts del disorga:
nizacidn del dia. Tambien los cone
juntos tacticos podian aparecer o al-
gunos autonombrado en veo de de-
legados autorizados. Para evitar
aqueJo Freedman desgribe precisa.
meante come “una ticania de la falta
deesiructura” es esenctdl que Una
estiuctira ser decidide democrata-
mente y ser reconocids por todos
en el gripo.

Grupos de Afinidad

Trabajando en grupos de afini-
dad pordentro datma columna mas
grande es otra maners adicicnal &
empefiar an protesta militance
mienirags minimizando probakili-
dac do amrestas como el blogue
flegro, es un tactico pata expresar
IUSELD jra sobre los injusticias de
nuesira sociodad aun que nos pro-
tegemaos da 18 prosecucidn del esta-
do. Trabajande cuidadosaments
COn un grupo pegqueatio de genta en
que fames ¥ conocemos, podemos
ser mejor suportada misntras hace:
mos acciones e la calle.

Pera grupes de afinidad son mas
que simplements un tactico para
Inanifestaciones. Elins desarolilan el
tipe de sociadad del fature gue

UETBINOs en nuestra wida hoy en
dia.

Como'el notibre implica, grupos
de afinidad son grupos de genta
cpue tienan algun afinidad v decidan
trabaar juntos. Originaran con los
anarquistas Espafioles, preparando
el terreno para la revolucién de
1936 cada dia en la vida de sus
collectivos. Grupos de afinidad
Iusron: reanimaron para el moviliza-
cion del 1% de Mayo 1971 contra Ia
guerra Vietnam — en que tactices
mowiles fueton utilizados en un in-
tento & cerrar el capitolio — v luego
par giupes femenisias tratando de
subir el conocimignto v grupos
contra la enargia nuclear 20 los
1970

Grapos de afimidad tambion ass-
quran "aspacig libre” pam guea gen-
teé podian romper de sequir la pauta
de dominacidn que somos victimas
de ¥ pard apprender sar anti-
autoritario-genuinaments. Preve-
nen el basis para mover mas alkl def
mito de “individualismo asperogo
¥ & una espera de mutizalidad ¥ co-
operacitn donde podemos empe-
#af a libsrarnes del sexismo, homo-
fobid, ¥ racisno entre atroa affli-
ciones. Por dentro de loa grupes po-
demos sppronder 4 LOmar dect-
siones de una manera directaments
democratica. Frevenen para £l de-
sarallo equilibrade del individoo,
un INtento que caractariza mucho
de la wedicidn anarquista,. Gormo se-
nala Jessica Bengamin an Bonde of
Love, pira it més alla del domina-
Clén necesitamos cnommtrar un ba-

(Continuz en la paging 4)
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—_Envio $7 para una subscripeldn de correo
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— Envio $12 para una subscripcion de ultramar por un ano.
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una subscripcion gratis.
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TACTICAS ANARQUISTAS
PARA LAS GRANDES ..z
MOVILIZACIONS

FOR AUTCHOMOUS AsanoesT AcTics

ANTO LOS ACONTECI-

mientos ocumidos en casa oo-

mo alrededor del mundo han
hido tomando un ritms turbulento,
Jos anarquistas han estads compro-
metidos con las luchas callejeras
mas que nunca. La guema en &l Gol-
fo Pérsico ha traido una serie de mo-
vilizaciones de masas, impulsados
por diferentes grupos izquisrdistas
¥ liberales. Los anarquistas revohi-
cionarios deDen organizarse para
lisvar ¢] elemento “anti-autoritario’”
& esas demonstraziones de manera
de preparar gl camine para un répi-
do cambio social con diteccidn
ENAnmiista,

Es necesario para nosotos en-
tender como protegernos de la
represicn policial v de los amestos
durante agquellas demostraciones.
Muches da nuestros compafieros
ATANUIISTAS HeneT MUY poca o casl
nula expenencia en ol trato con la
policia. El propdsito de este articulo
es compartir sl conocimisnto que
POSAEMos en sta materii eon to-
dos agquelics que particlpan én los
CONCINgENtes anargquistas.

Grupos De Afinidad

Una de las mas efectivas tacticas
gque podemos usap para defender-
nos de la Tepresion durante las ac-
aiohes callejaras: se doming “ogru.
pos de afinidad:” pequelics grupos
de personas que 50 CONOIcAn ¥ S8
tengan mutus confianza. Una espe-
cie de "compatersmo,” podiendo
ser utllizado tanto al mterior de los
GTUPOS Mas TUMersos COM0 6o un

utodefensa

Eomiesinaais

con gl grupo gque il Legaste al sitio,
de la demostracidn, hasta que se
termine ¥ esias A una distancia se-
gpura del lugar, Una tactica muy co-

mun utiizada por la policia, e=s ale-
gir en blance especifico entre los
manifestantes ¥ sorprenderios
cuando s8 van alejando, solos ¥ ya
sin proteccidn, Esto es responsabili-
dad de los miembros de éstos gru-
pos que vigilan porcada une de no-
sot1os y intervendran si uno de no-
=otros es aprehendido por la policls
o alguien mas,

Desarresto

Este término es en verdad, una
libre expresidn: impedir el arresto
di alepung de nosotros, Las autorida-
des lo catalogan como, "unainterfe-
rencia contra la fusrza piiblica © Lo
hemos pensando come forma de
preventir capturas por parte de in-
dividuos armados y de suma pe-
ligrosidad,

Muchos de egtos arresios
pusdan seT exitosamente resistidas
s5i la gente esta preparaca para ha-
cerlo. Existen dos elementos esen-
ciales gue hay que sabear. El primero
de ellos es que el arrestado debe re-
sigtirse, para no ser apariado del
grupa manifestante. En segundo
hagar, la multitnd necesita interve-
nir "'forcejeando” hasta liberarko.
Todo esto ocwTe en matena de se-
gundos. En definitiva esun forcajec
Tlevado acalx por un grapo de com-
paneros. El desarresto puede salvar
a muchos da una desagradable si-
tuRCidn, ¥ &s nuesting trabajo ewvi-
tarlo.

Proteger Tu Identidad

TUE SOITamos en una manifes-
tacidn es haber sido detenidos, No
acurre asi. Constantemente, agen-
tas policldcos graban por video el
wanscurso de una demostracion.
Proteger tu identidad usando pasa-
montafias, pafiuelos, banda-
nas ete, Ofrecs una efectiva protag-
cidn contra cualguier intento de
identificacion por parte de la policia
0 el FBL En muchos delos casos que
sa levan & cortes, estos videos se
usan como evidencias. Cubriendo
tu identidad te protegerd duranta v
despugs de una accitn. Si la policia
logra aclo describirte como uno de
los cientos de manifestantes que
visten ropajes ascuros ¥ catas cy-
biertas, les sers muy dificil realizar
arrestos y salir wictoriosos en falsos
Procedos COntra nuestros comparie-
as.

Columna Nagra

La columisa negjra es uns tictica
fque tuvo origen en Europa, ¥ ha os-

b

EL BANCO MUNDIAL ..........

lance sano entra asarcidn de 1a pro-
pia personalidad y reconocimients
M.

En egte senso grupos de afinidad
“prefiguran’’ una sociedad bbre de
verdad, llegando a las causas de
sutoritarismo y dominacicn, Gru-
pos de aifimidad pueden actuar salo
o preferamente confederarse en sus
locales, ragiones o continentes. Es-
te corto comentano sobre una tema
que podia slla misma llenar un arti-
culn o hasta un libre, es importanie
a reflexidn sobre |a contingencia
aAnarguista, como algumnas alll para-
Cleron creer que anArquisIno se tra-
ta de individualismo puro ¥ simplé
— "Yom hago que quierc—y vets a
Ia merda® este tips de postura es
desgraciadamente muy corriente
en el movimiento anarquista. Pero
na 56 trata, sin embargo, del anar-
quismo; es simplements la perpe-
tuacidn del mentalizamento
patrarcal y eutoritano bajo la ban-
dera de “anarcquia.”

Atagque Sobre El Banco Mundial

Muchos, yo incluso, piensaba

que €l plan de romper con el grapo
para atacar el Banco Mundial v el
IMF (Fando Monetario Interna-
cional) fue mal— piensado yintem-
perante.
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Paracido ser dizefiado para ense-
far ue dure somos. Tamblen nos
puestio sinnecesidadariezgodean-
CONLIAITOS Con Una reaccion brutal
de la policia, fuera de la vista de la
mayoria de Jos participantes de la
marcha.

En el futuro, debemos intentar
trabajar con otros grupos militantes
come Caeer Natlon, ACT UP. gra-
pos Africo-Americancs y =l PSN (el
Red Progresivo de Estudiantes) pa-
Ta planear rompiendo con manifas-
taciones. Un plan alternativa de qua
hablemos era un blogues de una
Puente principal. Un accidén como
ésta oferta la potencial para que
mas gente se enredan. Tambien po-
«lia ser mas para subir las costas so-
ciales de la guerrs por ruptura gua
rompiendo ventanas y pintando
orafito,

La destruccidn de “propiedad
privado” que es una manifestacién
de nuestro dominacion, @s un im-
portanie acio de resistencia gue
amenaza el estatu quo del clasé
reinante. Pero, tenemos que dar
cuenta del peligro de reduciendo el
proceso de revolucion social—un
PIoceso que pueds durar genera-
cicnes—a tanteando el dafio inflicgi-
do sobre capitalismo v el estado.

Con esto on cuenta. Rompienda

ABRIL DE 1981

con la marcha parece un triunfo re-
lativo. De necesidad personas en
sequida se organizarcn como unsa
columna, Cuando marchames, rom-
piemos ventanas de bancos, paro
lambien los de una agencia de
vigjes, Cerca de éste punto alguien
en la contingencia correctamente
cogid el altavoz para pedic que els-
gimos blancos mas propios.

La columna Hego a el edificio del
Banco Mundlal donde la mayoria
vacilaron. Algunos dejaron wenta-
nags rotos, un mensaje de grafiti
anti-guerra y la marca circulo-A.
Significativamente, cuando la
policia legaron en vec da la reyerta
usual con policla usando sus palos,
golpeando y arrastando gente, la
columna reformd, traquilamenta v
desafisdamente tomando la calle a
reunir con la marcha.

Rodeado por el misdo deimes so-
los y confrontar uninstitocisn opre-
=ivo responsable para tanto del
pillaje del Tercer Mundo, parace-
mas 8 apprender lo que algunos
imploraron sus comaradas s hacer
iodo el tiempo: anlazar brazos,
gquedar untos, ¥ tener cuidado unos
a otros, Esto fus un imponante ex-
PETiEncia qua compensd para toda
la disorganizacidn que lo precedé,
Ahora. formads en uta columna, Ia

tado siendo utilizada exdtosaments
en sitias como Berling donde la re-
sigtencia militante contra las
estructuras de poder han ido enma-
YOI ascenso gue en las demss re-
giones dal bloque oriental, La “co-

. lumna negra" es esencialmente un

grupo de anarquistas que hacen
una cadena con sus brazos forman-
do una fila que avanza al mismo
tiempe. Cuande es apropiado o
cuanda los recursos lo permiten, la
columns puede sor mds ambicioss.
Cuerdas puaden ser usadas extan-
diendosa a los lades de 12 columna
Para prevenir que la pelicia pusda
coger gente desde los bordes da
una marcha. Personas ubicadas
atrde v &n los bordes pueden levar
casecs, escudos, ¥ otros implemen-
tos de proteccion.

Todas estas medidas preventi-
wvas deben ser levadas a la préctica
durante la accidn. Pues la policfa
siempre trata de individualizar alos
organizadores ¢ a cualguiera, acu-
sandales de intarters en su trabajo
y promover disturbios. La columna
negre pueds tambidn seT una “pun-
tade lanza para las acciones dirsc-
tas contrs objectivos apropiados a

contingencia actud comoun esfuer-
20 afatthng.

Desarrestado!

Un esquadron policial en mota-
cicletas segleron la contingencia
cuandd Yolraron a la marcha, tra-
tando bruscamente & mover en una
fils india per su lado derecho. Oua
sucedid confirmo ademas la pru-
dencia de la columna

Un copete de motocicleta empe-
a0 a desmontar pam seguir un co-
marada tirands una bomaba de pin-
tura solo para ger tirado tambian
can su motociclata: Elfue en pos de
¥ aprehendid un comarada que el
cred tird la bomba de pintura, e co-
marada fue seguidamente de-
sanrestado por compafieros. Chulzd
mas miraculoso, la jaqueta de ésta
individual, gue Levada su cartera
ha caido en los manos de el policia
tambien estaba ''desarrestado®
quandg un miembro della columna
acudid corriendo atras del policia v
I cojid de sus manos y volvid a fa
columnpa. Tedos los enredado reurni-
on mpidamente con la columna,
que impedid la policls de intentar
arrestos adicionales,

La columna movid contra la
policia que ahora estuvieron en el
medio de la marcha. En un movi-
miento dramatico, log gue estaban
atras de la policia empezaron a ro-
dear 1a policia que estaban exceds-
ION E5 mimaro,

Con nadie detenido por la policia.
la contingencia movid adelante,
empezando un “toi-tol" empujonei-
ta del estilo Sur Africano inspirader

Io largo de una manifestacidn. La
columna se abre ¥ 8& cieria para asi,
defara la gente fuera v de esa forma
puaden realizar la accidn, prote-
giende al resto ¥ escapando de la
poficia. No solerments por gl zimpls
hechogue haya uns columna, delbe-
m6s prégumir que una “'socion di-
recta” se levard acabo, Dependien-
dodelas circunstancias, la columns
actuard v conforme a lo preparado
que estemos para asumir la ai-
tuacion.
Provocadores

Muchos extrafios se cuslan antra
loe menifestantes y anfman a parti-
cipar en cciomnes que de saguro ter-
minaran en arrestos. Tales oferas
como, bombas ‘“molotov,”’ son
hechas par estupidos o agentes an-
cubiertas, Tgnoremostos. Algunos
difunden rumeres de dudosa proce-
dencia. En una de los manifesta-
clones pasacdos, uvimes que poner
atencidn a estas cozas.

Conclusidn

La policia llama a sus "funciones
Iepresivas” durante las manifesta-
clones coma: “controel de maltto-
des." 8i nosolrcs nos comportamos
Como tal, pues sus matodos rasuita-
rin exitosos. Solo atravez de la or-
ganizacion y planificacicn, podre-
mos frustrar sus habiles ¥ sucias
maniobras, Llevando nuestra pro-
puesta cuando ¥ donde nosotros
mismos alifamos,

pero exhaustive, a pufios cerrados.

Los anarquistas reuniron con el
resto de los marchadores gue han
congregaron en al pargue es-
cuchando digscursos que casi no
eran audible. Habia un reunion do-
rante que un alavoz fue pasado de
mano & mano para que la gante
podrian apreciar los eventes del dia
v debatir los proximos acciones,
Despues de un variedad de pro-
puestas, extendiendo entre val-
viende a la Casa Blanca para
confrontar los contra manifestantes
apoyande la guerra a marchando a
ka escona para demandar el micrdfo-
no, la contingencia disclved en gru-
pos mas pequenios quienes relaja-
ron despues de quie ers uns exXpe-
rencia muy mesciads.

Approximadaments 200,000 per-
sonas marcharon ese dia €n
Washington: Aungue ka prensa por
el mayor parte no hizo caso de ko
que pasge, la clase reinante recibit
las noticias—uma minoria bastants
grande en €50e pals estan en contra
de dsie guerra y alqunas estan dis-
pueste ha subir las costas sociales
de continuarlo. Aungue san pa-
quenc en nimeros ¥ organizado
pobremente, la contingenoia anar-
quista si imponid un precid pe-
quehio por irala querra, Tal vez mas
impartantemants, aprendemos lec-
cidnes valiosos para la larga pelsa
adelante, que va requirir ias deno-
50108 mientras ocasionamas kA re-
volucidn que deseamos tan fierte-
et



